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President’s Report

Bev Ramey

BC Nature has had a productive year on many fronts. Some are described in the eight 
headings below in this President’s Report, while much more is covered in the remainder of 
this Annual Report with Conservation, Education, Regional Coordinators and Camp Reports, 
as well as the several committees and organizations where volunteers represent BC Nature. 
BC Nature Stewardship Projects are also described; for these projects volunteers oversee 
the work of contractors.

Thanks are due to so many hard working volunteers. The grassroots of our provincial 
organization is the work of the !fty member local natural history clubs to provide the 
voice for naturalists in many communities, through community education, stewardship 
and conservation activities. Club Directors serve at the provincial level as your Board of 
Directors and the BC Nature Executive give tirelessly of their time. The Executive names 
are throughout this report describing their areas of involvement, so will not be individually 
thanked here, other than Recording Secretary Sue Loveless, who does not provide a report, 
but rather writes the minutes. Thanks also to Pat Westheuser as our Awards Committee 
chair. Finally, our ongoing thanks to Maria Hamann, who as of!ce manager cheerfully keeps 
us all together on a daily basis.

Settling into our New Of•ce

We have now resided in the Heritage Centre at the base of Mount Seymour Provincial Park for 
just over a year, having moved April 1st 2008. We now have an agreement with the Elders’ 
Council for Parks in British Columbia to provide a public presence in the Heritage Centre to 
November 2010, and we hope our agreement can be extended further when at that time 
the Elders wish to renew their lease of the building from BC Parks. We are really happy to 
be housed in the same of!ce with Young Naturalists’ Club and to have daily communication 
with our partner organization. We also appreciate being housed adjacent to the Parks staff’s 
building and their work in managing parks in the Lower Mainland.

It has been pleasant settling into our new of!ce space and bringing in North Shore volunteers 
and links with Capilano University students and SFU students, and to be surrounded by 
maturing second growth forest. Our association with the Elders meant we undertook a new 
project to honour Park Builders and Pioneers.

Park Builders and Pioneers

BC Nature obtained a BC150 grant, with support from the Park Elders, and hired a contractor 
to interview and write pro!les on ten Park Builders and Pioneers. The product is both a 
physical display we took to the Museums Association Conference in Victoria in November 
and the pro!les on the web, linked to from our BC Nature website (look on our home page 
www.bcnature.ca ) Greatly appreciated is the Elders’ representative, Mel Turner, with whom 
we liaise and his efforts to publicize the importance of Parks and their history in BC.

The contractor we hired for the BC150 project is now continuing work on pro!les for additional 
park builders, directly through the Elders Council funding, so it was most helpful that we 
initiated this project.
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BC Nature’s 40th Anniversary – the past

Still on the subject of history, this year 2009 is the 40th Anniversary of the founding of the 
Federation of BC Naturalists as a Society. To mark the occasion your BC Nature executive 
are recommending the production of a historical booklet, to be funded through donations 
received last year in memory of Dr. Bert Brink. The last “history” of Federation of BC 
Naturalists was written by Barbara Black in 1988 with funding through a federal government 
project and coordinated by Val Schaefer, then at Douglas College. The 1988 booklet has 
been a tremendous resource in checking on where we have come from; it is timely now to 
update the record for the past twenty years.

Through our association with the Park Elders we became aware that the University of Victoria 
Library Archives houses materials from provincial environmental organizations. BC Nature 
has met with the UVIC library archivist and they will be pleased to accept our historical 
materials, so organizational work will take place over the year to prepare our materials for 
transfer. This is wonderful news, as our old documents have been held in a storage locker, 
not really accessible. Materials to be transferred to UVIC will be ten years old and older, 
including: BC Naturalist newsletter, conservation !les, Cordillera, meeting minutes and AGM 
& FGM reports and Land for Nature reports and materials.

BC Nature’s 40th Anniversary and Looking Ahead – Foundation & Strategic Plan

Forty years serving as the umbrella organization for naturalist clubs throughout BC is a good 
time to look ahead. This is occurring in two major directions, as !rst raised at the Penticton 
AGM Directors meeting, and then at the Sorrento FGM Directors meeting.

1) Five Year Strategic Plan – 2010-2014: The last Strategic Plan was from 1998-2003. Since 
then our future direction has been discussed, but not in a focused manner. There was a 
membership survey in 2007, in 2007-08 there were also several meetings with naturalists 
clubs as part of the Canadian Nature Network, and conducted in BC by contractor Sarah 
Weaver. The successful 1998-2003 plan was led by Anne Murray and we are most pleased 
that she has agreed to coordinate preparation of a new plan. An outline for discussion has 
been prepared for the Duncan Directors meeting and likely also a day long workshop just 
prior to the FGM. All members who are interested in helping with the strategic plan are 
invited to participate.

Related to the Strategic Plan, and due to the workload on volunteer executive positions, as 
described in my President’s Message in the spring magazine, an application was submitted 
to Enviropod to assist us to reassess our governance, the roles of volunteers and paid staff, 
and the possibility of a paid part-time staff position for Projects and Communications. Frank 
Dwyer was most helpful in drafting that application. Although that application itself was not 
successful, its preparation did help to re!ne our thoughts and provides a good contribution 
to the Strategic Plan.

2) Future Direction of the Foundation: A sub-committee of BC Nature Directors was struck 
at Sorrento, with chair Elisa Kreller and members Eva Durance, Harold King, Anne Murray 
and Bev Ramey. The sub-committee organized a day long meeting in March with the BC 
Naturalists’ Foundation Board of Directors, which resulted in a draft set of Working Principles 
for the Future Direction of the Foundation, for consideration at the Duncan Directors 
meeting. We invited input from and discussions have been greatly assisted by past BC Nature 
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presidents and Foundation presidents, including Audrey Hoeg, Daphne Solecki, Frances Vyse, 
Jude Grass and Dick Stace-Smith. Dick also contributed by chairing the joint meeting and 
providing historical perspective. Also of tremendous help has been lawyer, Ross McCutcheon 
of Maitland & Company, who established the legal entity of the Foundation in 1990, under 
direction from Joe Lotzkar and the other founding members of the Foundation.

Finances and Annual Appeal

Financial matters are covered separately in this report, but as president I want to note 
that it was a signi!cant decision taken at last year’s AGM to increase membership dues by 
$2. This was the !rst increase in dues for over ten years. Such an increase is not taken 
lightly because BC Nature does appreciate the burden this puts on clubs. We very much 
appreciate clubs’ cooperation with the fee increase. I would also like to note that several 
other measures were taken to reduce expenditures in 2008, and as well the BC Naturalists’ 
Foundation contributed $6000 towards costs of BCnature magazine. A huge thanks is due 
to treasurer Elisa Kreller for keeping us on track in !nancial matters.

In addition our membership was extremely generous with donations during the annual 
appeal, as were executive and directors with donations of travel expenses. On behalf of 
BC Nature, I would like to thank the 338 members who contributed money and the many 
Directors and Executive who contributed travel expenses as donations. These donations 
help directly with our operating budget and enable BC Nature to continue our varied efforts 
in nature education and conservation.

Club Support Grants and Young Naturalists Club

Given the healthy year end budget, we ensured there was a positive bottom line !gure to 
carry forward to 2009, and as well we were able to contribute $4000 to Club Support Grants. 
Together with $4000 contributed by the BC Naturalists’ Foundation, grants were allotted for 
the Okanagan Valley Birding Trail Map (second installment of $2000 to South Okanagan 
Naturalists, Central Okanagan Naturalists, North Okanagan Naturalists and Oliver-Osoyoos 
Naturalists), Central Valley Naturalists for Abbotsford Environmental Outreach ($2000), 
Comox Valley Naturalists Society for Courtenay River estuary restoration ($1,500), Friends 
of Semiahmoo Bay for Interpretive Signs ($1,000), and Pender Harbour & District Wildlife 
Society for Sunshine Coast BioBlitz ($1,500). In addition we allocated $1000 as a line item 
in our budget to Young Naturalists’ Club.

Communications

Four issues of BCnature magazine were produced this past year, with an interesting array 
of articles and news items. Thanks to editor Dawn Hanna for putting this all together in a 
professional manner. Her big challenge is to keep the magazine length to 32 pages, and 
Dawn regrets that at times she has to cut articles.

The new website www.bcnature.ca went online December 2007, a year and a half ago. Many 
comment that its look is still fresh and information is up to date. Clubs are reminded that 
they can post materials under their individual Club page. Thanks are due to Joan Best who 
periodically reviews the website for current content, and to David Lassmann, as volunteer 
webmaster who posts new materials and deletes the old.

Further on Communications, there has been identi!ed that it would be timely to circulate 
more regular emails to clubs with relevant education (like suggested speakers and grant 
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opportunities), as well as conservation news. This will be reviewed as part of the strategic 
plan, including the possibility to receive the magazine online.

Thanks are also due to volunteer Ali Lake, who has produced graphic work to assist in 
Communications on many items for BC Nature, such as the General Meeting reports, 
donation appeal, WiTS brochure, ad for birding trail map, and as a contractor on the Park 
Builders project.

Risk Management and Insurance

This topic has demanded a fair bit of time in the past year, and thanks are due especially 
to Frank Dwyer and the Kamloops Naturalists Club who took the lead in hiring a lawyer to 
prepare new Informed Consent and Release of Liability Forms, the former also to be used 
for minors where parents/guardians would sign. For those readers whose eyes are glossing 
over with the subject of risk management/insurance, please take a moment to appreciate 
your Club Directors who have taken time to work through the details of improving our 
forms. This is certainly not the topic that most of us join a natural history club to discuss!

In the 21st century there will always be re!nements and rewording on risk management 
and forms, and increasing questions. To summarize, BC Nature liability insurance provides 
liability insurance to members, to trip leaders, to volunteers on designated projects, and 
also provides Directors and Of!cers Errors and Omissions Insurance. The current annual 
rate is $2 per membership. If a club requires a certi!cate of proof of liability insurance, 
this can be provided by asking the BC Nature of!ce. Also now available is the possibility 
of a “Day Member” category for non-members to join a day trip and be covered by the BC 
Nature liability insurance; some clubs have added this membership category to their bylaws 
and this is an option that clubs can choose.

There are three possible forms now being recommended for members to sign. First option 
is the once a year on membership renewal “Informed Consent”. This is also the form to 
be used if a minor (under 19 years) is participating. For a more dangerous trip or for an 
extended trip, the second form recommended is the “Release of Liability”. Some clubs are 
choosing to use this stronger worded form as a once a year signing rather than the Informed 
Consent, if their club members do not object to waiving their right to sue.

Finally, the third form choice that some clubs are choosing to use for practical reasons, 
(rather than the Informed Consent or the Release of Liability) is the Group Sign-Up Waiver 
at the start of each !eld trip. This is similar to the form used in the past, but the wording 
is being revised by a lawyer with Nature Vancouver. This form can be used by a club that is 
not able to have all members sign a Informed Consent or Release of Liability form once a 
year, but instead prefers to continue with a group sign-up form at the start of each !eld trip, 
where all participants sign the same form. Thanks to Jeremy McCall for facilitating revisions 
on this form.

The pages of this Annual Report show the extensive work of BC Nature volunteers. 
Yes, there is always work for volunteers, so if you have time to help, please contact 
the BC Nature of•ce and we can discuss how best to involve you.
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Treasurer’s Report and Financial Statements

Elisa Kreller

The years certainly go by quickly! This AGM marks the end of my 4 year term as Treasurer. 
I’ve enjoyed getting to know many wonderful people and thank you for your support and 
encouragement.

This year’s operating surplus ($22,034) completely surprised me (albeit a very pleasant 
surprise). The primary factors contributing to this year’s surplus (in contrast to the prior 
year de!cit $10,870) include:

Higher level of !nancial support from members, executive, and directors,1. 

Decrease in operating costs at the Mt. Seymour Heritage Centre, and2. 

High degree of volatility for many sources of revenue.3. 

Additional detail regarding 2008 operating fund surplus:

After year end, the executive used the majority of the operating fund surplus to increase 
the Federation’s internally restricted funds for conservation, club support grants, education, 
YNC, and the contingency fund.

2009 Operating Budget

The 2009 operating budget forecasts a $5,500 surplus. The decrease in surplus is due to:

a lower projected surplus from camps, decrease in project admin fees, and increase in 
rent. The increase in member dues commencing in !scal 2009 is offset by a conservative 
estimate of donations from the annual appeal.

My last note is to ask for your assistance in !nding a new Treasurer for the Federation. The 
perks for this job are the opportunity to work with a dedicated, caring group of naturalists 
and to contribute to the long term sustainability of nature and nature education.

2008 2007 Change

Excess (de!ciency) of 
revenue over expense 

22,034 (10,870) 32,904 

Member donations 26,324 20,433 5,891 
Increase in donations from 
annual appeal 

Camps revenue net of 
expenditures 

7,212 6,092 1,120 
Camps continue to provide 
a signi!cant surplus to fund 
operating costs 

Donations net of travel 
and accommodation 
expenditures 

(5,537) (11,139) 5,602 

Increase in donations from 
executive and directors 
offset by lower travel and 
accommodation costs 

Annual and Fall general 
meetings 

4,963 3,903 1,060 High level of pro!t in 2008 

Continued on next page
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2008 2007 Change

Project admin fees 13,114 9,936 3,178 
Increase in percentage ad-
min fee 

BCnature printing and 
mailing net of advertis-
ing revenue 

(6,996) (14,305) 7,309 

Foundation donation paid 
$6,000 for costs of printing 
1 issue of Bcnature, increase 
in advertising revenue  

Rent net of recovery 
from YNC 

(4,958) (10,718) 5,760 

Decrease due to in-kind ser-
vices provided at Heritage 
Centre, also member dona-
tion of storage space 

Of!ce expenditures (3,407) (5,499) 2,092 
Reduced level of mailing, 
printing, elimination of Sport 
BC admin fees 

Supplies and miscella-
neous 

(2,356) (296) (2,060)
2008 includes cost of mov-
ing and Dr Brink life celebra-
tion 

Telephone and commu-
nications 

(2,950) (4,183) 1,233 
2007 includes more 
conferencing,higher inter-
netcosts 

Other (3,375) (5,094) 892 

TOTAL 22,034 (10,870) 32,077 

Of•ce Report

Maria Hamann

In April it will be one year since we 
moved the BC Nature & YNC of!ces 
to Mount Seymour. Time •ew by and 
it is dif!cult to believe one year has 
already passed.

Somebody asked me how I was doing 
in my “secluded place” - really I did 
not know the meaning of this word, 
so I have begun to “meditate” on 
it. YES, certainly some days when I 
am working alone just surrounded 
by forest I feel isolated, but other 
days, when the of!ce get visits 
from volunteers and visitors or 
Jennifer Swanston from the YNC is 
working here, the of!ce is happy and 
cheerful.

White crocus near the BC Nature of•ce, by Maria Hamann
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Last winter was very interesting at Mount Seymour… some days I was wondering if the next 
day I should bring my snowshoes to reach the of!ce…Nowadays, the spring is bringing a 
carpet of crocus around the of!ce where only until just few weeks back it was just thick 
snow.

During my day of solitude I can think about the future of BC Nature concluding that the 
Strategic Plan exercise is quite important and would bring a rejuvenated vision to the 
organization. Also I would like to suggest that one of the points to consider in the strategic 
plan is to work in how to embrace “cultural diversity” into our Nature clubs. I look forward 
to working on it.

You will have the opportunity to read all the reports in this booklet and know the amount of 
work that our Executive, Directors and Members do is just amazing!

Education Report

Joan Snyder, Chair Education Committee

Science Fairs

For those of you who are not aware of our Science Fair Awards, BC Nature provides a $50.00 
award at each British Columbia Regional Science Fair to the best natural history project done 
by a student(s) in Grades 7 to 12. This includes any aspect of natural history, conservation 
of natural habitats, or the conservation of species. The Science Fairs are under way this 
spring and the winners of the awards will be available to us early this summer. We already 
have thank you letters from some of the students who received BC Nature awards this year. 
I hope that many of the clubs have been able to participate in the Science Fairs either by 
presenting the awards or as judges. If you would like more information about BC Science 
Fairs in your area, you can Google www.sciencefairs.ca and/or contact me at snowdance@
columbiawireless.ca .

Rene Savenye Scholarship

BC Nature is awarding a $1,000 Rene Savenye Scholarship for 2009 to the student applicant 
who best meets our scholarship criteria. If you are interested in learning more about the 
weighed criteria we use or you would like to be involved as a member of the committee, 
please contact me. The deadline for receiving applications was April 10th, and the Scholarship 
Application Selection Committee has been hard at work selecting the best candidate at the 
time of this writing. We hope to present the scholarship at the AGM to the most deserving 
student selected.

Conservation Report

Anne Murray, Conservation Committee Chair

The Conservation Committee currently consists of Anne Murray, Chair, Eva Durance, Parks 
and Protected Areas, Dennis St. John, Endangered Species, Rosemary Fox, Northern Issues, 
Elaine Golds, Jeremy McCall, Jim Harrison, and Bev Ramey. Kathy Wilkinson resigned due 
to her many other commitments and we are sorry to lose her: she did a wonderful job of 
coordinating the many endangered species and biodiversity issues that BC Nature is asked 
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to comment on. In addition to the Committee, we have a large email network of interested 
members who supply input and expertise to us when drafting letters or discussing an issue. 
The month by month activities of the Conservation Committee and the letters written by BC 
Nature are fully documented in each issue of BC Nature magazine.

Major conservation issues in the news this year, in which we have been involved, include 
the further dismantlement of habitat in the Fraser River estuary by the Gateway Project and 
South Fraser Perimeter Road, and the Independent Power Projects (IPP). We attended public 
meetings on the Upper Pitt and Bute Inlet IPPs, and sent comments to the Environmental 
Assessment Of!ce on both these very problematic projects. As always, we have also had to 
deal with numerous other developments in every region of the province. We have written 
letters on such diverse topics as horse use in Strathcona Park, water quality in the Shuswap 
lakes, big box development on a Salmon Arm wetland and the Federal Government’s planned 
amendments to the Navigable Waters Protection Act. We are currently preparing comments 
to the Canadian Environmental Assessment Agency on the controversial Northern Gateway 
Project that would connect the Alberta Tar Sands with a new oilport that would be built at 
Kitimat, thus ending the 37-year moratorium on oil tanker traf!c on BC’s coast. We are also 
preparing comments on a proposed 287 KW Transmission Line to facilitate the development 
of mines, and IPPs in the last region of BC to be connected to the provincial Hydro grid.

BC Nature has many challenging conservation issues to work on and it is often dif!cult to 
remain focused and pro-active in the face of an onslaught of development issues. I would 
encourage clubs to take the initiative in drafting letters on local problems and keeping BC 
Nature informed. We will help if and when we can.

The Important Bird Area (IBA) Program has focused more attention on BC’s 84 IBAs, many 
of which are located on the coast. An analysis of the sites shows that over 45 sites would 
be affected by oil spills, perhaps the largest threat to habitat for the BC IBA network. The 
proposed Enbridge pipeline is therefore a grave concern, especially as Kitimat Estuary itself 
has been nominated as an IBA site. Many bird populations are showing local, regional 
or even world-wide declines, so the necessity for maintaining and protecting important 
breeding, migration and wintering habitats becomes ever more critical. Through the BC 
IBA Caretaker Network Program, coordinated by BC Nature in partnership with Bird Studies 
Canada, volunteers are monitoring and stewarding these critical areas, and raising the 
awareness of their importance to birds (see the IBA Project report).

Endangered Species and Biodiversity

In July, the BC government released their Conservation Framework along with Biodiversity 
B.C’s report on the status of biodiversity, entitled Taking Nature’s Pulse. BC Nature also 
participated in MetroVancouver’s regional biodiversity strategy process and the results are 
due to be announced April 30 at an information session.

Mountain Caribou

Good news came from the Kootenays with the announcement by the Nature Conservancy of 
Canada of a huge new protected area, ensuring continued habitat for mountain caribou and 
other wildlife. Mountain caribou are an endangered ecotype of woodland caribou, that occur 
in the interior forests of BC. There are fewer than 2,000 animals left.
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Joan Snyder represents BC Nature on the Mountain Caribou Project (a non-government, 
joint effort of Canadians and Americans working for the conservation of mountain caribou 
and its inland temperate rainforest habitat – see www.mountaincaribou.org)

Joan reports: “The Mountain Caribou Project continues to express its concerns to the 
government about the draft Government Actions Regulation (GAR) Orders for the mountain 
caribou. There are still serious concerns regarding the need to complete snowmobile closures 
in mountain caribou habit, a need to remove several exemptions from the GAR Orders 
and concern about some areas that are short on habitat protection. Overall, however, the 
government is making major steps toward mountain caribou recovery and we are hopeful 
that the revised GAR Orders will be legalized in the very near future.”

Parks and Protected Areas

Eva Durance

The February Provincial budget was not kind to the health of our environment and parks 
and wildlife. A few of the lowlights from the Ministry of Environment budget allocations are 
given here.

Environmental Stewardship (main agency for Crown lands, wildlife and wildlife habitat • 
within and outside Provincial parks) – down to about $34 million, a 15% reduction. 

Parks and Protected Areas (parks, Wildlife Management Areas, Ecological Reserves, etc.) • 
– down to $36 million, almost 14% reduction.

Compliance (mainly Conservation Of!cer Service) – down to $30 million, a 9% • 
reduction.

There were similar reductions to Water Stewardship and Environmental Protection. These 
!gures also do not acknowledge the already severe funding cuts the Ministry has suffered 
in almost every budget since 2001. Perhaps most signi!cantly, these reductions contrast 
sharply with the huge increases in government subsidies to industry: $1.5 billion in the 
next three !scal years to the oil and gas sector alone, an increase of 57%" So much for the 
‘green’ Campbell government.

Gilpin Grasslands and Wildlife Management Area management plan is still in process. No 
major changes have been made to the draft plan which is available on the Ministry of 
Environment website in BC Parks, Planning.

After over three years of work, the Mt. Robson Management Plan review and update is 
almost completed, according to Scott Back, Ministry of Environment. The changes that BC 
Nature helped work on have been incorporated into the Management Plan and other groups 
were given a March 15th deadline to provide feedback on the Fixed Roof Accommodation 
Criterion and associated strategies relating to the Berg Lake quota; however, by March 31, 
no of!cial response had been received. The Ministry is close to signing the new Management 
Plan, with only a few issues left to work out. It’s encouraging to hear that our input has had 
a signi!cant effect on the outcome of this Management Plan.

BC Nature opposed the use of snowmobiles in Garibaldi Park, that could have a signi!cant 
impact on mountain goats, grizzly bears and wolves. A major development, Garibaldi at 
Squamish, is also proposed for the area and a resolution passed at the AGM expressing 
strong opposition to that proposal.
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Response to a Previous BC Nature Resolution

June 13 2008: letter from federal Minister of Environment, John Baird, regarding our 
Resolution 2007-03 on Brunswick Point lands in Delta noted their value as agricultural lands 
and wildlife habitat. If the province decides to sell, then these lands would !rst be offered 
to the families who originally owned them and if those families decline to purchase, then 
lands would be offered to Tsawwassen First Nations to purchase, but lands are within the 
Agricultural Land Reserve.

REGIONAL REPORTS

Lower Mainland Regional Report

Jude Grass, Regional Coordinator

It has been a very busy 
year for all 18 naturalist 
clubs in the Lower 
Mainland. Conservation 
issues are forcing clubs to 
spend more time !ghting 
issues for the environment 
rather than getting out 
and enjoying nature. In 
the Fraser Valley, even 
with the down turn in 
the economy, expanding 
housing developments, 
new shopping malls, 
and industrial parks 
(parks? – what a misuse 
of a word) take over the 
farming lands on a daily 
basis. Development is 
also playing a major role 
in Squamish and on the 

Sunshine Coast. Other issues like Run of the River, the Gateway Project (another fancy 
word for more roads, bridges and loss of habitat) along with the expansion of the Delta Port 
Terminal which has never really been justi!ed, keep clubs and their members attending 
meetings, writing letters, and feeling that it is inevitable that all these project will go ahead, 
regardless of need or cost.

On the positive side projects like the Wildlife Trees Stewardship (WITS) is up and running 
again in the Lower Mainland under the direction of Jeannie Hughes who is making contact 
with naturalists and the general public through workshops and presentations to get folks 
out recording and monitoring the use of wildlife trees. The downside to this program is the 

Minister Penner speaks with members of Dr. Bert Brink’s family at the dedi-
cation of Bert Brink Wildlife Management Area.
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drastic cutback in funding from the HCTF which will have a direct effect on the amount of 
time and effort that Jeannie can do but we will persevere.

Many club members are participating in the BC Breeding Bird Atlas, and doing other bird/
wildlife/plant inventories throughout the year, and in some cases actually doing biophysical 
inventories for municipal or other environmental organizations. Several clubs in the Lower 
Mainland participated in the two BioBlitz in the Fraser Valley in 2008, and will be assisting 
with the Blitz on the Sunshine Coast in May of this year. Many local naturalists also participate 
in the annual Manning Park Bird Blitz in June which is a wonderful event.

A very recent ‘good news’ items was the announcement of the 915 hectare Bert Brink 
Wildlife Management Area, located just west of Chilliwack on the site of the McGillivray 
Slough. President Bev Ramey and members of the Central Valley,Chilliwack Field Naturalists 
and Nature Vancouver, along with others attended the announcement at the site on April 13, 
2009. This site protects habitat for migratory birds, !sh and fauna along the Fraser River. 
Also announced was the establishment of the 71 hectare Serpentine Wildlife Management 
Area in South Surrey. This area was known as Serpentine Fen for many years and managed 
by Ducks Unlimited Canada for the BC Ministry of Environment. The White Rock and Surrey 
Naturalists lead school programs on the site for many years. The formal dedication of the 
site as a WMA was long overdue and very welcome as it provides a wonderful wetland for a 
large number of waterfowl and !sh species.

We haven’t had regional meeting in the Lower Mainland since last spring, but clubs have 
been keeping in touch indirectly by holding joint !eld trips and outings and emailing between 
clubs to share information. A regional meeting is planned for later this spring for the Fraser 
Valley clubs and a conference call for the Sunshine Coast and Squamish area clubs.

We hope that everyone will make arrangements to come to the Fall General Meeting on 
the Sunshine Coast this fall. The Pender Harbour and District Wildlife Society is planning a 
wonderful weekend of events and !eld trips at the Iris Grif!th Interpretive Centre at Ruby 
Lake.

Kootenays Regional Report

Joan Snyder, President, West Kootenay Naturalists for Brenda Balaam, Regional 
Coordinator

Brenda is currently ill and in the hospital and I volunteered to write this brief report for her. 
Over all, the naturalists have been quite active this past year.

The Boundary Naturalists Club, however, is in a bit of a ‘melt-down’ this year and they are 
taking a step back before deciding what their course of action will be. We all hope that their 
club will be resurrected next year and once again be an active part of BC Nature.

We were saddened to hear that Anne Redfearn, a long-time member of the Rocky Mountain 
Naturalists, passed away on April 3rd. The club is having a memorial service and a ‘Crocus 
Walk’ at her favorite place, the Wasa Provincial Park, on May 2nd . They are also planning to 
plant at memorial tree in Anne’s name at their Elizabeth Lake project this spring. The club’s 
owl surveys were subject to poor weather and as a result they had low owl counts this year. 
The Rocky Mountain Naturalists annual Little Big Day Birding competition will be held on 
May 9th and they have also planned a club camp at Fairmont on June 19-21.
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The Fernie Nature Club is kept active through the efforts of Bob Livsey. All of their meetings 
are outings that are spearheaded by him. Because of gaining support and advertising from 
the Fernie Chamber of Commerce their walks and outings are well attended not only by club 
members but by others in the community. Way to go, Bob!

The West Kootenay Naturalists have continued to be active with regular monthly meetings 
and interesting speakers. Weekly Saturday outings are always well attended and lots of 
fun. Shirley Cof!n is our new and enthusiastic Conservation Chair and we look forward 
to her keeping us up to date on the conservation issues of the day and to some exciting 
conservation activities ahead. The Club Executive and other interested members are having 
a strategic planning session (with pot luck goodies) on April 19th. The goals we develop 
should set the stage for a productive year ahead. Probably the biggest event of this year 
so far was our 35th anniversary celebration. A well planned and executed Banquet boasted 
more that 80 people in attendance. Our guest speaker who was lassoed by Brenda Balaam 
was Bill Merilees, one of the original founders of the West Kootenay Naturalists, who came 
from Nanaimo to help us celebrate. His speech was engaging and full of ideas for the future 
of our club. It was like old home week for many of the members who have been a part of 
the club since its inception. We all had a most enjoyable evening and visit.

Our regional meeting is on hold until Brenda recovers and sets us straight again.

Northern BC Regional Report

Fred McMechan, Regional Coordinator

There are two reports from the Northern BC region. This report outlines activities and 
projects carried out by some our clubs. The second report written by Rosemary Fox provides 
information on conservation issues. We had two teleconference calls during the past year on 
November 18, 2008 and March 30, 2009.

The Kitimat Naturalists continue to work towards making the Kitimat Estuary an IBA. They 
continue to complete three monthly coastal bird watch surveys and have a Beached Bird 
Survey program. The Club’s conservation activities are covered in the second report.

The Bulkley Valley Naturalists provided several interesting talks by local travelers and experts 
in their individual !elds. The highlight of last summer was the visit of Nature Vancouver 
to the Bulkley Valley where members of the club were able to lead them in the mountains 
to observe •owers and wildlife, including birds like the American Redstart. Newcomers are 
planning to start a Young Naturalists group in the club.

The highlight for the Quesnel Naturalists was the 20th anniversary celebration in August, 
2008. General activities included hiking trips, Christmas Bird Count, bluebird house 
monitoring and the conducting of plant identi!cation walks for the community.

The Williams Lake Field Naturalists operated the Scout Island Nature Centre where educational 
programs on nature were provided for children, families and community groups. The club 
coordinated the Christmas Bird Count last year and members participated in the BC Atlas 
for Breeding Birds project. Members continued to oversee the Bluebird Trails project on the 
Chilcotin grasslands. A newly started project is the restoration of a wetland in the Williams 
Lake River Valley.
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The Nechako White Sturgeon Society continues their conservation work under the guidance 
of June Wood to protect this !sh species.

Northern Conservation Concerns

Rosemary Fox

From east to west, here is a summary of the conservation activities of BC Nature and its 
member Clubs in northern BC.

The Timberline Trail and Nature Club in Dawson Creek has been in ongoing communication 
with AltaGas with regards to the Bear Mountain Wind Project, especially in regard to bird 
and bat monitoring. The TTNC participates on the Peace River Regional District’s Wildlife 
Committee and works with the Dawson Creek Watershed Society and Ducks Unlimited.

The Prince George Naturalists have been involved in the Mount Robson Provincial Park 
Management Plan, and in monitoring snowmobiling in Kakwa Provincial Park as well as the 
problem of snowmobiling in winter range of the endangered Mountain Caribou.

BC Nature, with input from the Prince George Naturalists’ Club, wrote to the Integrated Land 
Management Bureau in June 2008, recommending against approval of Rocky Mountains 
Adventures’ application to develop three hunting camps in the Morkill Valley, an area 
containing critical habitat for both the “blue listed” grizzly bear and endangered mountain 
caribou.

Moving west from Prince George to Vanderhoof, June Wood is BC Nature’s representative on 
the Community Working Group for the Nechako White Sturgeon Recovery Initiative. See her 
separate report under the section on BC Nature Representative Reports.

The Bulkley Valley Naturalists’ Club’s main conservation activity has been monitoring the 
status of the small Telkwa Mountains woodland caribou population, which unfortunately 
has declined considerably over the past year. The reason is not known; however, past 
development in the surrounding area has resulted in more or less con!nement of the 
caribou to a relatively small area, which, despite voluntary access restrictions on humans, 
is subjected to disturbance by various interest groups.

The Stikine Country Parks Management Advisory Committee (SCAC), on which Rosemary 
Fox represents BC Nature, met in Smithers in December 2008 after a hiatus of two years. 
It met again in March 2009, to discuss a proposal by resident hunting organizations to 
increase opportunities for residents to hunt in the Spatsizi Wilderness Park. The issue was 
not resolved and will be further discussed when SCAC meets next Fall.

On behalf of BC Nature, Rosemary prepared comments to the Canadian Environmental 
Assessment Agency on Enbridge’s controversial proposed pipeline project to transport 
condensate from Kitimat to the Alberta Tar Sands, and transport Tar Sands bitumen oil, 
diluted with condensate from the Tar Sands, to Kitimat, for export overseas by oil tanker 
– the Northern Gateway Project. Because of the considerable environmental and social 
impacts to be expected, BC Nature is requesting an independent public inquiry be held, 
along the lines of the BC Government’s West Coast Oil Port Inquiry that was held in response 
to another oil port and pipeline proposal in the 1970’s.
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Open houses in Smithers, Terrace and Stewart were held in March on the proposed new 
Northwest Transmission Line north from Terrace to Bob Quinn Lake on Highway 37, which 
will facilitate industrial development in BC’s last remaining relatively untouched region. 
Judy Chrysler of the Skeena Valley Naturalists and Rosemary Fox, on behalf of BC Nature, 
attended the Open Houses in Terrace and Smithers, and Rosemary prepared comments to 
go to the BC Transmission Corporation.

Over to the coast, the Kitimat Valley Naturalists have been involved in a number of ongoing 
local conservation issues. They have been through the Sports Fish

Advisory Board trying to make reduced salmon and steelhead quotas for sport !sh licenses 
and size limits for halibut to preserve large spawning females. The group has pending 
projects on culvert and salmon habitat improvement and ongoing surveys at the estuary for 
migrating •ocks, and continue to work towards making the estuary an Important Bird Area 
(IBA). And they successfully lobbied for signage for community !sheries kiosks regarding 
ATV misuse of the environment.  This is an impressive record of activities for such a small 
club.

Finally, to Williams Lake, where the Williams Lake Field Naturalists are BC Nature’s most 
southerly northern Club. The two main conservation issues that the WLFN have been involved 
in are

The proposed run-of-the-river project on the Klinaklini River in the West Chilcotin, on 1. 
which the Club wrote to the BC Environmental Assessment Of!ce. This is an extremely 
large power proposal that will affect the environment not only at the location of the 
proposed power project in Knight Inlet but also in the headwaters of the Klinaklini River 
in the West Chilcotin.

The controversial proposed Prosperity Mine open-pit gold and copper mine project in the 2. 
Taseko River valley, which would, among other things, completely destroy a !sh bearing 
lake, Fish Lake, The club has been providing input into the environment assessment 
of the project to both the British Columbia and Canadian Environmental Assessment 
agencies.

Thompson-Okanagan-Shuswap Regional Report

compiled from minutes and club chats

Clubs in this region have been very active. The South Okanagan Naturalists hosted the AGM 
last May 29 through to June 1st with theme of “A Century of Change”. The North Shuswap 
Naturalists hosted the FGM last October 2 – 5 with theme of “ Preserving the Spirit of 
the Shuswap”, with this year being that clubs’ 30th Anniversary. Both conferences were 
successful and appreciated by the many naturalists attending. And the Kamloops Naturalists 
send their greetings and extend a welcome for all of you to attend the 2010 Spring AGM 
which the club is honoured to host.

BC Nature and the BC Naturalists Foundation have assisted projects in the Okanagan through 
Club Support grants. The four Okanagan Clubs (North, Central, South and Oliver-Osoyoos) 
have combined efforts to produce the Okanagan Valley Birding Trail Guide, which has just 
been printed. The South Okanagan Naturalists prepared an interpretive sign of the birds of 
Okanagan Lake, which was erected last summer as part of Penticton’s centennial. The North 
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Okanagan Naturalists constructed a Bird Viewing Blind at Swan Lake. And the Vermilion 
Forks Field Naturalists updated and reprinted Bird and Plan Checklists.

Lillooet Field Naturalists received the honour of being shortlisted with two other organizations 
for the Fraser Basin Council’s Overall Sustainability Award. This was recognition for there 
several activities including: the Powerhouse Foreshore restoration project, close partnership 
with the Cayoose Creek St’at’imc First Nations and with several other community organizations 
and businesses, providing community and media information about the natural history of 
the area and sustainable living. The Lillooet club is also hosting a !eld camp September.

Clubs have been involved on many conservation issues: proposed National Park Reserve in 
the South Okanagan Similkameen, proposed North Okanagan grasslands park, expressing 
concerns over several developments occurring on critical habitats, support for the South 
Okanagan Conservation Program, ongoing participation on the Okanagan-Shuswap LRMP 
management plan, protecting the mouth of the Adams River, opposing the proposed 
SmartCentre shopping complex on the Salmon River •oodplain, and input on Independent 
Power Projects.

All Clubs are involved on an ongoing basis with educational !eld trips, restoration projects, 
community events and festivals and bird counts. In public education, the Kamloops Naturalists 
have regularly published an article in the community paper slyly titled Sage Whispers. 
Through their City Parks and Recreation programs, they are putting on an eight session 
educational program called the Complete Naturalist (a nod here to old Isaak Walton). The 
Kamloops Naturalists played a signi!cant role in helping the Nature Conservancy to acquire 
a unique property within the city of Kamloops and have helped monitor a restoration project 
done by BC Hydro.

A member of the Central Okanagan Naturalists published Hiking 
for Health and Pleasure in the Okanagan, with proceeds to the 
club’s publicity fund. CONC has also been active seeing that a Bald 
Eagle nest was respected during the construction of a nearby Fortis 
power line in Quail Ridge, north Kelowna, and the eagles amazingly 
returned to the nest while construction activity took place less 
than 50 meters away! Another conservation concern for CONC 
is the introduction of gold!sh at Hardy Slough in Westbank, to 
the detriment of a once-thriving population of blue listed Western 
Painted Turtles. A check of the pond in April revealed no gold!sh, 
but they may yet persist, in which case the club will pursue an 
action plan for their removal.

Regarding risk management, the Kamloops Naturalists report: 
Wanting to put the troublesome burr under the saddle – called risk 
management – behind us in a forthright fashion, we purchased 
advice from one of the best legal sources in Canada. Risk is their 

area of practice. The result is that we have introduced an annual informed consent form 
replacing the liability waiver business. It is simplicity itself with less administrative hassle, 
and the implementation has gone very well. Also, we have adopted the new idea of Member 
for a Day and are relieved that we can now have the public join us and have the protection 
we need. Along with that change, we have made a student membership.

Many clubs are working closely with their Young Naturalists Clubs.

Ed McDonald is stepping down as Regional Coordinator after very dedicated service for 9 
years. We all would welcome a new volunteer to take on the job.

Eagle nest and power lines
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Vancouver Island Regional Report

Summary from Club Director reports given at March 2009 Regional Directors meeting; 
region does not yet have a Regional Coordinator, but hope to announce at AGM

Of interest is a new invasive plant, Tribulus terrestris, with common name “Puncture Vine” 
or “Goat Head”. Its seed sections look like a goat’s head, are extremely sharp and can 
puncture bicycle tires, hence of economic concern. This plant’s seeds are being transported 
on vehicle tires from Arizona, through eastern Washington, and now in BC,

For an image, description and map of known distribution, check out the entry in EFlora, 
http://www.e•ora.bc.ca

Arrowsmith Naturalists: Our stewardship role has changed at the Englishman River estuary. 
After doing monthly bird counts for four years, The Nature Trust feels that we have a solid 
data base, so activities are now increasing on invasive plant species removal. In !ve years 
we will revisit whether to reactivate monthly bird counts.

Christmas Bird Count - 109 species counted, which considering that day’s appalling weather 
conditions, was better than expected.

Involved with Brant Wildlife Festival and also work closely with Oceanside Young Naturalists 
Club.

Comox Valley Naturalists

Club was short-listed for the Chamber of Commerce Environmental Initiative Award. Involved 
with Heritage Tree Program.

Regional Issues include encourage province to purchase Fields’ Sawmill site for park, 
supporting a drinking water protection plan for the Comox Valley and objecting to Bute Inlet 
Run of River project.

Club continues with its wetland restoration program on Courtenay River estuary.

High school bursary offered annually.

Club welcomes new president, Dave Lacelle, new vice-president, Ron Wall, and new treasurer, 
Al Schut.

Birding activities ongoing and bird atlassing now accelerating.

Cowichan Valley Naturalists

Club hosting the AGM and Conference at the end of April. The Bird count brought in 103 
species this year, in spite of the terrible weather this winter.

Of concern is the controversial suggestion by government that the elk here on the south 
island should be allowed to be hunted and culled by three. They say the elk are dangerous 
to drivers and get into farmer’s !elds. There are many who feel this is not the way to control 
the elk as they are already a threatened species.

New boardwalk on Somenos Marsh opened, named ‘Watts’ Walk’ in honour of Syd and Emily 
Watts. There is a side-arm walk named ‘Derrick’s Way’ for Derrick Marven, the Somenos 
Marsh watchdog and bird lover. Yellow iris seeds heads are being removed.
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Work bees have been organized with the Ministry of Trasportation and Highways planting 
trees and shrubs along the Five Fingers spawning channels downstream of the Silver Bridge, 
in one case 500 trees were planted by 50 people. A fry trap has been placed in the channel 
as a follow-up to the work done last year counting the different species of salmon fry caught 
in the trap. Two volunteers spent !ve days aboard a DFO coastguard and research vessel 
continuing the survey along the inner coast.

The club has sponsored a student at the inclusive leadership adventure workshop, contributed 
toward the cost of signs to be placed near Treffery Creek, and provided funds for interpretive 
signs for a native plant garden in Eves Park.

Nanoose Naturalists

Club’s website has been updated to make it easier to !nd items of interest. www.
nanoosenaturalists.org

Christmas Bird Count had 95 species, down from previous years but the number of birds 
was up.

Last year did two joint !eld trips with the Victoria Natural History Society.

Involved with Brant Wildlife Festival events; also with a the local streamkeepers club in 
cleaning up a destroyed dock that was littering Nanoose Bay.

The club highly recommends the “Voices of Nature” program done by Holly Arntzen at 
http://www.voicesofnature.ca . She works with children in the classroom and then they do 
a public concert which is both fun and moving.

Over the last two years the club has received funding to conduct research on the stickleback 
pair located in Enos Lake. Scientists now believe conditions in the lake are not conducive to 
the reintroduction of the species pair to the lake. This means that the Stickleback pair now 
only exists in one location on Texada island. Club member Ross Peterson may be willing to 
do presentations about the research to other clubs grpeterson1@shaw.ca

The club has been participating in a Community Advisory Group established by a developer 
who wants to build in the area. As a result of working with them rather than against them, 
the developer is proposing a plan which will protect all Environmentally Sensitive areas and 
95% of the special environmental areas. The club is pleased with the outcome so far but is 
cautious as the planning is the easy part; the hard part is in the implementation to ensure 
that construction preserves the areas.

Pender Island Field Naturalists

Club continues to work closely with the Pender Islands Conservancy Association in co-
sponsoring various activities; also with Parks Canada, and with our Young Naturalists Club. 
Our second annual Nest Box Building Workshop was a great success this year.

A highlight of the past few months was a November visit by Andy McKinnon, bringing us a 
talk and walks on Forest Ecology in general, and mushrooms in particular, and with a second 
trip for the Young Naturalists.
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Christmas Bird Count recorded 84 species. Pender Island results also include the noble efforts 
of participants on Mayne and Saturna Islands, which expand our numbers signi!cantly.

Club welcomes new president, Gerry McKeating, and Pat Crossley as Secretary-Treasurer; 
enjoyed a March all-day !eld trip to Saturna Island.

Rithet’s Bog Conservation Society

Club welcomes a new treasurer and a few more people for monthly volunteer work parties, 
but could use more executive volunteers.

Thanks to the Garry Oak Ecosystems Recovery Team, who obtained funding for several 
projects on the south island, club is involved in an exciting restoration project for a small 
population of Purple Sanicle (Sanicula bipinnati!da), a SARA-listed plant !rst veri!ed at 
Rithet’s Bog in 1999. The club has already done a lot of the preliminary work, clearing 
broom, blackberry and English hawthorn, but now a formal action plan has been developed 
including removing thatch buildup caused by exotic grasses. [NOTE: for people who are 
interested in viewing a restoration site where non-native bunchgrass has been removed, 
and the area replanted with plugs of native grasses, Parks Canada has undertaken a major 
project at Fort Rodd Hill National Park. Contact the person in charge of the project Conan 
Webb conan.webb@pc.gc.ca]

Ongoing environmental monitoring has continued, with both satisfying and disturbing data. 
The good news is that Vancouver Island Ringlet numbers remain high, and the population 
of Vancouver Island Beggarticks is still robust. The disturbing news is that the Sphagnum 
population in the central bog forest died back dramatically last year. Have not been able 
to determine a reason for this: water table levels have remained well within the desired 
range, so dry conditions are not the problem. Will continue monitoring this year and seek 
the advice of experienced bryologists.

Unfortunately, we are expecting reduced support from Saanich Parks this year, due to large 
cutbacks to their Parks budget.

Rocky Point Bird Observatory

Club continues bird banding, and offering training. A good one hour presentation on Northern 
Saw-whet owls has been produced and is available for others. Interesting that 604 Saw-whet 
owls were banded last fall as they gathered to migrate across the strait. For the Saw-whet 
owls even though the original grove of trees was destroyed in wind storms in January 2007, 
we were able to !nd another grove of trees on DND lands at Rocky Point and banded over 
95% of the owls there this last Fall. It is good that the club once again has permission to 
operate on Department of National Defense lands, where most of the banding takes place, 
with less than a third of the days excluded due to military exercises. For those exclusion 
days nets are set up elsewhere in Metchosin.

Saltspring Trail & Nature Club: Brian Radford stepped down as BC Nature Director and Nieke 
Visser has taken on the role.

Partnership with Island Pathways in 2008 resulted in a newly constructed path. Many 
volunteers helped with clearing and hauling away brush prior to construction and in June 
2008, this pathway was of!cially opened.
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Christmas Bird Count: 59 brave birders tramped along roadsides and waded through knee-
deep snow covered !elds, along with 53 feeder counters - counted11,688 birds spread 
across 92 species.

This fall the club outing is to Cathedral Provincial Park, and looking ahead, our club is 
organizing a BC Nature Field Camp for the spring of 2010.

Victoria Natural History Society

Darren Copley continues as VNHS president. Club has purchased a vandal proof SeeCoast 
viewing scope and mounted at the viewing tower at Viaduct Flats. Interpretation signs have 
been mounted at Esquimalt Lagoon. The Naturalist Guide to the Victoria Area is presently 
being rewritten and will cover Sooke to Mill Bay and up to Shawnigan Lake. Club involved 
with Science Fair.

Club members suffered through the miserable weather of the Christmas Bird Count; 164 
brave ‘bush beaters’ and 79 ‘feeder watchers’ recorded 137 species, and were rewarded with 
a few rarities and a record number of red-breasted sapsuckers. Club active with Breeding 
Bird Atlas.

Club supports the Habitat Acquisition Trust, HAT.

PROJECT REPORTS

Important Bird Areas (IBAs)

Krista Englund

The BC IBA program ramped up signi!cantly in 2008, building on momentum generated in 
2006 with the initiation of a provide-wide Caretaker network. A part time contractor, Krista 
Englund, was hired in June 2008 to help support the growing program. With help from over 
40 dedicated volunteers across the province, including Anne Murray of BC Nature, and Pete 
Davidson of Bird Studies Canada, signi!cant achievements were made in 2008, including:

Volunteer Caretakers were recruited for 13 more IBAs, bringing the total number of sites • 
with Caretakers to 76 (i.e., 90% of BC’s 84 IBAs).

Many activities happened within IBAs including regular monitoring of birds and their • 
habitat, annual reporting to BC Nature, developing and delivering outreach and 
communication materials (e.g., posters, signs, newspaper articles, presentations), and 
securing funding for and conducting stewardship projects.

Numerous site summaries were revised bringing the total number updated to 25% with • 
a further 50% in the process of being revised (see www.ibacanada.com).

The previous BC Nature IBA webpage was revised from a single, lengthy page to 11 • 
new pages, which contain up-to-date text, numerous links and photos (see http://www.
bcnature.ca/pages/stewardship_projects/IBA.html).

A newsletter was developed and distributed to all Caretakers (see http://www.bcnature.• 
ca/pages/stewardship_projects/IBA_publications.html).
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The Federation of Alberta Naturalist’s IBA Monitoring Form was adapted for use in BC • 
and distributed to all Caretakers to test out in their IBAs (see http://www.bcnature.ca/
pages/stewardship_projects/IBA_caretaker_network.html)

Funding was secured to continue our IBA work in 2009 – thanks to Bird Studies Canada, • 
Mountain Equipment Coop and the BC Gaming Commission for their support!

A draft ‘Agency Communication and Engagement Strategy’ was developed to guide our • 
efforts in expanding awareness about, and support for, the BC IBA Program amongst 
government agencies and other non-government organizations in BC.

Living By Water

Clive Callaway & Sarah Weaver

The year 2008 saw us working in several areas:

Shoreline Stewardship Support and Outreach

We have temporarily scaled back our Living by Water shoreline stewardship support activity; 
we are out of print of a number of support resource materials and believe that it only makes 
sense to reprint materials when they are part of an integrated outreach program to support 
community groups. We are still receiving inquiries for the book and our various brochures. 
In 2009 we will need to make some decisions about whether and how to produce a second 
edition of the book.

Conservation Action Marketing – “From Science to Action”

In 2008 we continued the Conservation Action Marketing initiative which includes the 
preparation of a !rst draft of a workbook funded by Ministry of Environment and the 
Vancouver Foundation. This project builds on lessons learned through the Living by Water 
Project, and on the tremendous resources available elsewhere. There is considerable interest 
in this work. During 2008 Clive Callaway carried out a workshop at the national EECOM 
conference in Newfoundland on “From Science to Action”, and we will both be facilitating a 
workshop in May 2009 at the World Environmental Education Congress in Montreal. It has 
been challenging to !nd support to attend these events and consequently we have been 
donating our time and travel expenses.

Support for other partners

The BC Living by Water project partnered with the Ontario partner (Centre for Sustainable 
Watersheds, based in Portland Ontario) in 2008 to conduct a training program on Living by 
Water and conservation marketing tools.

Climate Change

The potential impacts of climate change on shorelines and water resources are signi!cant. 
These impacts provide strong arguments for the protection of wetlands and naturally 
buffered riparian areas, to help mitigate potential climate change impacts such as •ooding, 
erosion, and water scarcity. The summary of the !nal report from the climate change work 
we did in 2007 is on the BC Nature website. If your group needs additional arguments to 
local government to support protection of riparian areas and wetlands, please download 
the summary. The full report is available on the Natural Resources Canada climate change 
adaptation website.



212008 Annual Report

Provincial Park Interpretation

Bev Ramey

The 2008 summer season was most 
successful for Park Interpretation. 
Through the cooperation and 
support of Ministry of Environment 
Conservation Corps, BC Parks, 
Park Facility Operators and Service 
Canada summer student program, 
37 Park Interpreter positions were 
funded to provide programs in 26 
BC Parks, to over 130,000 people 
through evening programs, day 
time nature walks and Jerry’s 
Rangers kids programs. BC Nature 
employed 19 of those interpreters, 
as well as an assistant, Lara Tisseur, 
who provided coordination from 
our of!ce. We were able to assist 

BC Parks with training and support for all the interpreters. BC Parks provided a grant of 
$70,000 to BC Nature to hire interpreters and assist with training.

Fall was also hugely successful for school programs as BC Nature received a grant from the 
Victoria Foundation of $13,000 to provide free school programs focused on the salmon run 
at Goldstream Provincial Park. Close to 10,000 children attended these programs. A big 
thanks to Allison Roberts, senior interpreter with RLC Enterprize, for her coordination of 
that fall-winter program at Goldstream, as well as summer programs on Vancouver Island 
parks.

In September BC Nature presented Minister Penner a proposal for expansion of Park 
Interpretation for 2009 and beyond. Directors reviewed Park Interpretation at the BC Nature 
FGM and recommended that BC Nature should only continue with Park Interpretation if 
increased commitment came from BC Parks. By November BC Parks staff recommended 
once again awarding a grant to BC Nature to coordinate Park Interpretation. However, by 
December, the provincial economic situation had worsened and we learned that there would 
be no grant for BC Nature. The dilemma then became whether we should continue with a 
scaled down program that would at least keep the momentum going, momentum which we 
had built up from 2004 onwards, following the complete cut to programming in 2002. To 
continue provides bene!t to the people and families who attend programs in the campsites 
and day use areas of provincial parks. In addition, to continue with programs also provides 
jobs to the young adults employed as park interpreters, several who expressed interest to 
return to work this year as Interpreters. Or, given the lack of funding, should we walk away 
completely from providing support for the programs? BC Nature discussed this with our 
partner Park Facility Operators, and although they have had reduced funds allotted for their 
operations of the parks for 2009, most felt they wished to continue to support the summer 
students through wage top-up and on-site support.
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BC Nature executive reconsidered the question in February, in light of the current downturn 
in the economy, and decided to continue our support for programs in summer 2009. We had 
some funds remaining in the Interpretation grant received for the previous summer, which 
has made this possible. Through our encouragement, Ministry of Environment have allotted 
nine Conservation Corp Interpreter positions (even though this Conservation Corp program 
received a cut), and BC Parks have provided their staff member, Gail Ross, for training of the 
interpreters. Together with support from Park Facility Operators, BC Nature has applied for 
Service Canada positions and we expect about 15 positions to be funded for summer 2009. 
As part of program delivery this summer, interpreters will encourage the public attending to 
let government know that they enjoy the programs and want nature programs continued in 
future years.

Wildlife Tree Stewardship Initiative (WiTS)

Ian Moul, Program Coordinator

The WiTS program has gone through many changes in the past year. Program Coordinator, 
Kerri–Lynne Wilson, who has been with us since the beginning, has moved on to a new career. 
Ron Speller, wearing the BC Nature hat, has retired from endless hours of volunteer time at 
meetings, coordinating the !nances, and writing up grant proposals. Terri Martin, while still 
actively communicating with us about wildlife tree issues, is now the full time Environmental 
Coordinator for the City of Campbell River. New faces with the program include Ian Moul, 
returning as the overall BC Coordinator as well as Vancouver Island Coordinator, after seven 
years at other work, and Jeanne Hughes, who has taken over coordinating the program in 
the Lower Mainland. Lisa Scott continues as coordinator in the Okanagan-Similkameen and 
in summer 2008 she was assisted by a student position.

The work of all these contractors is overseen by Jude Grass, as the overall volunteer 
coordinator, and she continues as the Lower Mainland volunteer coordinator. Jude would 
appreciate help is a volunteer is interested.

The WiTS program bene!ts greatly though the support of staff from Ministry of Environment 
on Vancouver Island, and as well with some support in the Okanagan. The Canadian Wildlife 
Service also provides valuable staff support.

Through generous funding by both public and private donations, the WiTS program grew in 
2008. After a very quiet 2007, we have returned to the Lower Mainland and have expanded 
on Vancouver Island. We are currently responding to new interest from, Kelowna, Princeton, 
Powell River and the Kootenays. The WITS website has been remade and the on-line Atlas is 
poised on moving to a new platform that will make it more accessible to all users, including 
those with Mackintosh computers. Grants from the Habitat Conservation Trust Fund and 
Environment Canada’s EcoAction are much appreciated. As we move into 2009, while both 
riding a new wave of interest, we are scrambling to sort the economics of much reduced 
funding.



232008 Annual Report

REPORTS OF BC NATURE REPRESENTATIVES ON 
COMMITTEES

Agriculture-Wildlife Advisory Committee

Joan Best

BC Nature is fortunate to now have an additional representative on the Committee; Fred 
McMechan will attend the next meeting, to be held in Williams Lake. Bev Ramey, Joan Best, 
Pat Westheuser and Harold King are the other representatives who attend meetings held in 
their respective areas, the Lower Mainland, Kamloops and the Okanagan. All other agencies/
groups involved in the BC AWAC send a single delegate who travels to meetings which are 
held throughout the province.

Meetings have not been held in an area where we have a designated representative for 
some time, the most recent being in Kamloops, in October of 2008. The Agenda was a 
crowded one but most issues were addressed, however brie•y. The most dominant of the 
many matters under discussion was that of the “exploding” deer population, both white-
tail and mule, in the Interior and Peace. This was of grave concern to ranchers in that 
hay crops intended for storage as well as !elds left uncut for late-season forage were 
decimated by large herds of deer. The BC Wildlife Federation representative outlined several 
recommendations for reducing the numbers of deer, notably introduction of doe hunting 
and dispensing with limited entry hunting. It response to a question, it was noted that 
predators are generally “discouraged” in agricultural areas and that, as well, an increase in 
predator populations always lags behind that of their prey. Further, there is no assured data 
on population numbers of either species.

To address that lack, the Ministry of Agriculture hopes to hire 3 regional agriculture-wildlife 
scientists. However, the necessary !eld work will take some time. Another approach to 
ungulate population increase, a pilot project begun some years ago in the East Kootenays 
to attempt to cope with elk increases, has had some success. This is based on willingness 
of ranchers/farmers to invite hunters onto private land but, largely due to inappropriate 
actions on the part of some hunters, this is not yet popular with all landowners. As well, 
hunting, itself, is in decline, it seems.

Other matters included a report on the Predator loss-compensation and Mitigation Program. 
This program compensates landowners who have suffered livestock or crop losses due 
to wildlife, whether ungulates, other species or birds. The program does not provide a 
direct handout; landowners must demonstrate that they have taken all possible steps to 
avoid these losses. Wolves are the main predator of interest. The program requires funding 
of $400-500,000.00 per year and no Federal funds are anticipated for this year. Noted 
were such issues as grey squirrel impact on nut farms, Roosevelt elk damage to crops on 
Vancouver Island, mortality disposal practices, and interaction between domestic and wild 
sheep and goats. These interactions are considered to be the cause of signi!cant die-offs in 
wild animals.

Of concern to naturalists and the reason for our presence at the BC AWAC meetings is, 
of course, the means being used to deal with wildlife-agriculture con•icts. On the whole, 
it seems that the Committee is working well in its mandate to fairly address such issues, 
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covering, as it does, efforts to ensure “lure” crops rather than outright slaughter, of geese 
to the search for the most humane but effective means of deterring birds from fruit crops in 
the Okanagan. The need for such a Committee is evident and will not decrease with time!

BC Breeding Bird Atlas Report

Anne Murray

BC’s Breeding Bird Atlas project was launched at a weekend training session and evening 
event in Delta, in March 2008. The main tasks of the Atlas in this !rst year of full operation 
were:

Building the public-private partnership  (~ 40 groups including non-government, • 
government agencies, corporate, academia)

Generating volunteer momentum across BC, actively  recruiting and training• 

Data review, dissemination, priority setting for 2009 – 2010• 

Finding funding for the seven year lifetime of the project.• 

Year one atlassing targets were achieved or over-achieved. These included: number of 
participants (target 800/achieved 800), number of squares (1000/1254), hours of atlassing 
effort (8000/8250), breeding evidence records (40,000/50,000), records of species at 
risk(1,000/1,855) and number of workshops given (10/40). Articles on the project have 
appeared in at least 12 provincial and local newspapers, including the Vancouver Sun (front 
page), Times Colonist and BC Magazine. So we are off to a great start and participants have 
proven enthusiastic and energetic. However, we have picked the low-hanging fruit! Most of 
the province is still awaiting atlassing and many areas are remote and challenging to reach. 
We need everyone’s energy and commitment in the coming years.

It is exciting to see the results already appearing on line, at www.birdatlas.bc.ca

This data will be invaluable in setting priorities for conservation action in the coming years. 
Some ornithological highlights include

Semi-palmated Plover con!rmed and Arctic Tern possibly breeding near Prince George • 
(southerly range extension for both?)

Previously unknown Flammulated Owl population, a Burrowing Owl, a report of a Least • 
Bittern on territory, all in the Kootenays.

Grey-crowned Rosy Finch breeding on Vancouver Island• 

Previously unknown population of Yellow-breasted Chats in SE BC• 

Eurasian Collared Dove expanding rapidly up the BC coast (north to Bella Bella)• 

Thanks to Atlas staff members Rob Butler, Pete Davidson and Chris Di Corrado and to 
my fellow members on the steering committee for their hard work in getting this venture 
underway so successfully.
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Coalition for the Licensing and Registration of ORVs (off-road 
vehicles) in British Columbia

Joan Best

Although some ground work has been done, by government, to prepare long-awaited 
amendments to the ATV Act (that applies, as it stands, only to snowmobiles), only 4 of the 
47 recommendations sent to government in January, 2006, are being dealt with. These 4 
deal only with registration and safety regulations and do not address management issues. 
Furthermore, without Ministerial direction even this small !rst step to implement some 
positive changes to the current system or, rather, lack of a system, nothing will be done. 
One anticipates, then, that, with the upcoming provincial election and resultant probable 
changes in Ministries and/or Ministers, it may well be 2010 or later before any further steps 
to implement even minimal management regulations to motorized outdoor recreation will 
be taken. As noted by Deputy Minister, then-Ministry of Tourism, Sport and the Arts (now 
Tourism, Culture and the Arts) David Galbraith, during a Coalition meeting in Kamloops this 
spring, “It just isn’t on their (Cabinet) radar”.

There may be hope attendant on the current Trails Strategy initiative, however. In the 
Strategy numerous references are made to the need for management of the proposed multi-
use trail systems. It was pointed out at the Strategy Hearing in Kamloops, for example, 
that the management tools to be applied where such trails or trail systems allow motorized 
vehicles - and the plan is that many will - already exist; they lie in the 47 recommendations 
made by the Coalition! To date, then, the best hope for implementation of at least some 
of the recommendations and, hopefully, those that embody the need for environmental 
stewardship, monitoring, education and enforcement, is that the Trails Strategy will use 
them.

The need for management was made very evident at Kamloops - and, likely, the Hearings 
held in other locations as well - when several speakers, not themselves Coalition members, 
cited ongoing depredations on ranchlands as well as, despite the $100,000.00 !ne for mud-
bogging, in wetlands. Demands were made that government move on the need for this 
province, the only jurisdiction in North America without any regulations on off-road vehicles, 
to catch up and legislate management tools. However, government spokespersons say that 
such regulations as may be brought in will be just that, regulations, not legislation.

With the provincial election at hand, now is certainly the time for BC Nature members to, 
yet again, demand that our elected representatives carry out decisive action on this matter. 
We have sent Resolutions to that effect to government for many years; year after year we 
have been ignored. Perhaps, with 2010 and the in•ux of visitors, government will see that 
assuring them that BC trails are well managed is of the utmost importance!

Websites of interest; Coalition for Licensing and Registration of Off-road Vehicles; http://
www.orvcoalitionbc.org

Draft Trails Strategy; http://www.tca.gov.bc.ca/sites_trails/Initiatives/Prov_Trails_Strategy/
recreation_trails_strategy.htm
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Canadian Intermountain Joint Venture (CIJV)

Wayne C. Weber

The Canadian Intermountain Joint Venture is a bird habitat acquisition, enhancement, and 
stewardship program which operates in the interior of British Columbia and in the Rocky 
Mountain region of Alberta. It is similar to the Paci!c Coast Joint Venture, Prairie Joint 
Venture, and Eastern Joint Venture which operate in other parts of Canada. The CIJV is a 
partnership of 18 government and non-government organizations, of which BC Nature is 
one. The CIJV also allows for the expenditure of U.S. federal government money for bird 
habitat acquisition and management in Canada, under provisions of the North American 
Wetlands Conservation Act (NAWCA).

During 2007, the last year with complete data, about $3.9 million was spent on bird habitat 
programs in the CIJV area, of which $515,000 came from U.S. sources. Since the program 
began, total expenditures have been $24.6 million, of which $8.7 million were from U.S. 
sources. During 2007, 5200 acres of habitat were secured by purchase or easement, and 
enhancement activities took place on 8200 acres.

The CIJV has a website at http://www.cijv.ca , with information about the program and links 
to the websites of the partner organizations.

During 2008, two meetings of the CIJV board were held. The !rst was in Kamloops on May 
27 and 28, and included a tour of habitat restoration activities on Teck-Cominco’s large 
Highland Valley Mine property, led by the company’s restoration manager, Bob Hamaguchi. 
Like other Board members, I was favourably impressed by the extent and success of this 
habitat restoration. The second Board meeting was held in Vancouver on November 25. The 
CIJV also has a Technical Committee, which meets occasionally as needed. In mid-2008, 
Saul Schneider of Environment Canada, who had served effectively as Coordinator for both 
the CIJV and the Paci!c Coast Joint Venture since 2004, transferred to another position. His 
replacement is Laura Maclean.The next meeting of the CIJV Board will take place on May 20 
and 21, 2009, at Williams Lake.

The CIJV is an extremely valuable, long-term habitat acquisition and management program 
which BC Nature should continue to support and be involved in.

Fraser River Coalition

Dick Stace-Smith

The Fraser River Coalition continues to meet monthly or bimonthly with the able co-chairs 
Judy Williams and Evelyn Feller. Our members monitor issues that we consider important 
even though we acknowledge our efforts were limited. We are pressing to have some action 
taken on the next planned gravel extraction. A discussion ensured about the corporate 
structure of the mining companies and where they !tted in politically. We have written to 
the Ministers of Fisheries and Public Works advising them that gravel mining should not 
proceed unless adequate biological studies were made. We had been concerned about spills 
in the river particularly the one reported by Don Pitcairne. We have contacting Fraser River 
Estuary Management Program regarding an update meeting. Jet fuel storage and transport 
will be the subject of our next meeting. The Fraser River Coalition was pleased with the 
province protecting the 915 hectare Bert Brink Wildlife Management Area on the Fraser 
River near Sumas Mountain.
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Invasive Plant Council of BC
Jude Grass

The Invasive Plant Council of BC (IPCBC) annual meeting was held in Richmond from January 
20 -22, 2009 with the theme of ‘Stop the Spread” where it was noted that invasive plants 
are invading BC at alarming rates, costing millions of dollars each in rising management 
costs and climate change will only compound this problem. The two day forum tried to 
introduce informed choices and solutions that industry, individuals and others can adopt to 
reduce the introduction and establishment of unwanted invasive plants to regions across BC 
and beyond.

There were a number of thought provoking presentations by several internationally know 
speakers including Brian Minter of Minter Gardens in Chilliwack and Robert Chin of the 
Nursery and Garden Industry in Australia.

One interesting presentation included a demonstration on the Report a Weed of the BC 
Ministry of Forests and Range which can be found by going on the E-Flora BC website and 
clicking on the link to Report a Weed.

A question often asked by naturalists is ‘why do nurseries continue to sell plants that are 
invasive?’ and it was mentioned that Gardenworks, a popular retail centre with nine locations 
in BC, has voluntarily committed to identify 10 invasive plants that it will no longer sell in 
2009, making them an industry leader in the battle against invasive plants. It is hoped this 
will spread to other nurseries and that the list of invasive species that will not be sold will 
also continue to grow.

The IPCBC is a grassroots, non-pro!t society working to build cooperation and coordination 
of invasive plant management in BC. Workshops, activities, and events are focused on 
educating the public and professionals about invasive plants and their potential risks. 
Membership has grown to almost 1000 individuals and 300 organizations.

To !nd out more and to see IPCBC’s publications please go to: www.invasiveplantcouncilbc.ca

Nechako White Sturgeon Recovery Initiative

June Wood

The Nechako White Sturgeon Recovery Initiative is two pronged: conservation aquaculture 
and habitat remediation. A conservation aquaculture facility (hatchery) is unfortunately 
necessary at this stage because of the extremely low gene pool. Only 350 sturgeon remain 
in the Nechako river and only about 150 of those are thought to be females. Unless funding 
is forthcoming shortly, there will be no pilot Conservation Fish Culture program this year. A 
feasibility study for the Nechako White Sturgeon Recovery Facility and Interpretive Centre 
has been completed. Letters have been written by BC Nature to provincial environment 
minister, Barry Penner, and federal environment minister, Jim Prentice, stressing the urgency 
of the situation and the need for government funding for the Recovery Facility which will cost 
approximately three million dollars. Habitat remediation efforts to date have been spreading 
gravel on the silt-laden only known spawning area. A spawning channel and dredging are 
being considered. Although research has been ongoing since 1995, the technical team is 
not inclined to recommend a preferred •ow, either pattern or volume, in the Nechako for 
sturgeon. Monitoring of !sh with acoustic tags is ongoing.



BC Nature (Federation of BC Naturalists)28

Okanagan Shuswap LRMP (Land Resource Management Plan) 
Monitoring Committee

Harold W. King

Rumour ? Mining in Kilpoola Area, near the Park (Protected Area).  NOT in a Protected Area, 
But CLOSE BY. A Problem to be watched over!

Snowmobiling adjacent Caribou Protected Area, things to watch!

Changes in Budgets (smaller) may affect the LRMP. Hoping for two meetings - Fall & Spring 
! We are not the only people desirous of information, I consider that the LRMP has the best 
chance of getting it.

Extensive report about Highway construction in the Valley. All seems to be moving well! An 
interesting note was “ We did not do enough in the way of Environmental studies, We are 
rectifying that”! Somewhat satisfying as We, the LRMP, had some input after the apparent 
“shortfall” of Information re the Goats. An interesting Report, By the Radio Telescope 
representatives, as to just how very Important it was, for them, to keep Electro-Magnetic 
Interference AWAY from their very sensitive Equipment!

An Update re Protected Areas - a chart is available!

A report of planning & construction, of Trails in the Bear Creek Motorized Recreation Area. 
They are making REAL efforts to protect the environment, and reduce (Control) any damage 
to the Watershed, a noble effort!.

We have an “Ungrazed” area in the South, need someone capable of Monitoring it!

“We” are working on this problem ! A long Presentation Re: Shanker’s Bend Dam, both Pro 
& Con. One aspect that I had not considered was The “Draw down” which would take place 
in April- May ? & into June ? Lowering the water by one hundred feet would leave Miles of 
“Mud •ats” & we are told, these areas used for “Mud Bogging “ Not a lovely sight " Neither 
the Mud Flats NOR the Mud bogging !

[On March 31, 2009, the Province of British Columbia requested intervenor status in the 
proposed Shankers Bend hydroelectric project application before the US Federal Energy 
Regulatory Commission; and BC Nature sent a letter of thanks that the Province has gone 
on record as opposing the high dam due to anticipated unacceptable environmental and 
community impacts, and has described the importance of the Similkameen Valley ecosystem 
and its habitat for endangered species, and that the province has stated that for the medium 
dam option, that careful consideration and environmental scrutiny is required.]

Much discussion has taken place regarding the 14 Goal II sites in the South ! We have 
some assurance that there will NOT be Logging in those areas until agreement is reached, 
regarding the “Proposed Park”
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Outdoor Recreation Council

Jeremy McCall

The Outdoor Recreation Council (ORC) is the umbrella organization for BC’s leading public 
outdoor recreation organizations which are provincial in scope, non-competitive and non-
commercial. We are not generally in a position to represent the views of our various member 
organizations, many of which have divergent points of view on some outdoor recreation 
issues. However we always have the ability to consult our groups on such issues. In the 
case of a resolution passed at an Annual General Meeting ORC can speak for its member 
organizations. In between AGMs the Executive Board of Directors, which is reasonably 
representative of the overall membership, does address what can be described as minor or 
local issues and attempts to in•uence public policy when it is desirable to do so.

The objectives of ORC are as follows:

To promote the bene!ts of public outdoor recreation in British Columbia.1. 

To represent the interests of the outdoor recreation community to government, industry 2. 
and the public.

To advocate and facilitate access to public lands and waters for outdoor recreation.3. 

To foster responsible use of British Columbia‘s outdoors by recreational users through 4. 
advocacy and education.

To be a forum for the exchange of views between government, outdoor recreation groups 5. 
and other organizations in matters related to outdoor recreation.

To build bridges between outdoor recreation groups with con•icting interests.6. 

At the present time ORC is undertaking the following initiatives on behalf of its member 
organizations:

ORC has been designated by FrontCounter BC and the Integrated Land Management Bureau 
(ILMB) to receive noti!cation of new crown land tenure applications by the adventure tourism 
industry so that it can notify its membership about public comment periods, usually lasting 
30 days. We send out these noti!cations to key persons in our member organizations, 
including BC Nature, who can then distribute the information appropriately within their 
organization. If other members wish to be placed on the distribution list please ask BC 
Nature to advise the ORC of!ce or you can contact the of!ce yourself.

ORC is working with BC Parks to extend this type of service to include new applications to 
the Ministry of the Environment/BC Parks for Park Use Permits by commercial operators and 
amendments to Park Management Plans.

ORC represents the outdoor recreation sector at regular meetings of the ministers and 
senior staff of the following government ministries and agencies to raise issues of concern 
and to stay informed about the work of the agencies and other NGOs and to keep abreast of 
current issues affecting the sector: Ministry of Environment, Ministry of Energy, Mines and 
Petroleum Resources, Environmental Assessment Of!ce (EAO) Advisory Committee.

As a member of the EAO Advisory Committee ORC receives noti!cation of public comment 
periods and open houses for Draft Terms of Reference and applications for Environmental 
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Assessment Certi!cates. These comment periods may be as short as 30 days. We then notify 
the key persons in our member organizations. This ensures that our members have a better 
opportunity to make comments when they have issues with these types of applications.

ORC develops and publishes the annual list of the Most Endangered Rivers in BC

ORC sponsors and coordinates BC Rivers Day events on the last Sunday of September each 
year.

ORC publishes The Outdoor Recreation Report newsletter twice a year. It is distributed to 
those members of its member organizations who ask to be placed on the mailing list, to BC 
Government departments having responsibilities related to outdoor recreation and to all BC 
public libraries. Please notify our of!ce if you would like to be put on the mailing list.

At ORC’s annual general meeting issues of concern or interest to its member organizations 
are discussed and resolutions are passed, after which actions are taken to follow through 
on the resolutions. The 2009 AGM will be held on June 27 and it is expected that matters 
related to the Federal trails funding will be discussed.

ORC maintains a library of reports and other documents related to land use planning and 
such topics as the history, purpose and use of BC’s parks system. This library has been 
converted to digital form.

Other current initiatives:

ORC represents the outdoor recreation sector on the Planning, Implementation & Monitoring 
Committee for the Central Coast Land and Resource Management Plan.

ORC is a member of the Off Road Vehicle Coalition which continues to press the BC. 
Government for the adoption of 47 recommendations for the Registration and Licensing of 
ORVs originally proposed in December 2005.

ORC was a participant in the Recreation Trails Strategy Committee which was formed by the 
Ministry of Tourism, Culture and the Arts to develop the strategy.

ORC participates in the recently formed BC Marine Trails Network System Association which 
represents the sea kayaking community which is working with BC Government representatives 
to develop a chain of campsites on the BC Mainland and Vancouver Island coasts.

For a full list of ORC’s members and other information please visit our website at www.
orcbc.ca The e-mail address for ORC’s of!ce is outdoorrec@orcbc.ca

Public Conservation Assistance Fund

Darren Copley

The Public Conservation Assistance Fund, operates under the umbrella of the provincial 
government’s Habitat Acquisition Trust Foundation. The deadline for Applications is May 
15th, for grants on average of $2500, and up to $10000, to support volunteer projects that 
maintain, conserve or restore native species and their habitat. Project applications require 
a letter of recommendation from the Ministry of Environment Stewardship Division Regional 
Manager. More information on the website at:

http://www.hctf.ca/pubcon/index.html
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Here is a summary of projects approved last year:

Project Name Sponsor
Amount 

Recommended 

Lasca Creek Fish Passage West Arm Outdoors Club $6,300.00

Purple Martin Nest Box 
Stewardship

Georgia Basin Ecological Assess-
ment & Restoration Society

$3,200.00

HCP Habitat Restoration Horticulture Centre of the Paci!c $9,000.00

Trail Refurbishment & In-
terpretive Signs

Quadra Island Salmon Enhance-
ment Society

$2,400.00

Henderson Hill Park Resto-
ration Program

Mayne Island Conservancy Soci-
ety

$3,750.00

Barrow’s Golden eye Nest-
ing Boxes

Finnish Canadian Fish & Game $3,200.00

Urban Biodiversity En-
hancement

Haliburton Community Organic 
Farm

$4,250.00

Fort Shepherd Conservancy 
Area Access Management

Trail Wildlife Association $4,563.00

Streamkeepers Training & 
Support

Cowichan Community Land Trust 
Society

$8,660.00

South Okanagan Similkameen Conservation Program

J. E. Bryan

SOSCP is a partnership of about 46 organizations, most of which are conservation 
related. They include government, non-government, and First Nations organizations. The 
main purpose of SOSCP is to conserve natural ecosystems in the southern Okanagan by 
coordinating conservation efforts of the 46 partner organizations. SOSCP operates at a 
Landscape Level as opposed to Species at Risk levels with the intention that this will better 
maintain the rich biodiversity of the area. SOSCP is organized into six teams: Habitat 
Securement, Stewardship, Science, Outreach, Traditional Ecological Knowledge(TEK), and 
Land Use Management(LUM). Below is a list of SOSCP’s accomplishments for 2008 which I 
!nd noteworthy:

Securement of 3 new properties for conservation during the year,• 

Total conservation Lands now held by partners is over 54000 ha, although there are still • 
many conservation lands requiring protection,

Continued a WiTS program for 4 endangered bird species,• 
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Contacted some 134 landowners to encourage them to engage in stewardship of important • 
species and habitats,

Doubled the number of potential breeding sites for the threatened Great Basin Spadefoot • 
Toad & tiger salamanders too,

Restored habitat for Yellow-breasted Chats and screech owls,• 

Provided TEK (Traditional Ecological Knowledge) to help manage a number of conservation • 
lands,

Several research projects on threatened species by graduate students and faculty • 
members of UBCO, and other research projects by CWS,

Public education with 10th Meadowlark Festival - 90 !eld events,• 

132 Nature demonstrations in classrooms on several nature themes,• 

Held public workshops on values of grasslands and wetlands,• 

Developed conservation policies for the Regional Growth Strategy,• 

Applied TEK to increase habitat for Species At Risk by planting sage, antelope brush, rabbit • 
brush, water birch, willow, Saskatoon, elderberry, Oregon grape, and black cottonwood 
at select sites.

Six projects completed by BC Conservation Corps program.• 

SOSCP recognized four people in 2008 for their conservation work in the Okanagan. One of 
these four, Harold King, is a long time member of FBCN and the Oliver-Osoyoos Naturalists. 
Harold has energetically helped with numerous conservation projects such as Ecological 
Reserves, LRMP, Okanagan-Similkameen Parks Society, & Osoyoos Desert Society.

Wetlands Stewardship Partnership

Bev Ramey and Peter Ballin

The Wetlands Stewardship Partnership (WSP) is a collaborative initiative of government and 
non-government groups, chaired by Ministry of Environment and Ducks Unlimited Canada. 
It met three times in the past year.

WSP Partnership Agreement: A Memorandum of Agreement was !nalized (!nally") in 
February and has now been circulated to non-government and government partners for 
signing. It is hoped that a formal signing ceremony will soon be scheduled, together with 
a government announcement of protection for a wetland. The Wetland Action Plan will in a 
publishable version for the formal signing ceremony. Efforts are being made to ensure that 
the Plan is properly linked to government initiatives like Living Water Smart and various 
Climate Change initiatives.

Wetland Best Management Practices Guidelines document: completed March 31st, with a 
limited number of hardcopies printed and the document is available online. www.ducks.ca/
bc This document will be !eld tested for a couple of years and suggestions for suitable sites 
are welcomed.
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Agriculture and Environment Partnership Committee: Ted Pobran (Ministry of Environment) 
and Andrea Barnett (Ducks Unlimited) gave a presentation to the Partnership committee on 
Agriculture and the Environment in March about the Wetlands Stewardship Partnership.

Mitigation White Paper: The Environmental Law Clinic at University of Victoria is drafting 
a whitepaper on how wetland mitigation could be used as a tool to support no-net-loss of 
wetland function in BC.

Modernization of the Provincial Water Act: The provincial Water Act is being revised over 
the next two years and the Wetlands Stewardship Partnership will be involved to ensure 
consideration of identi!ed activities in the Action Plan, such as a no-net-loss of function 
policy for wetlands in BC and a mitigation framework to support this. 

Columbia Mountains Institute Conference: The WSP will deliver a presentation at this May 
conference in Revelstoke on key actions that are being undertaken by the WSP, and the 
value of a collaborative partnership approach to ecosystem conservation. Peter Ballin will 
attend this conference as a BC Nature representative.

Green Bylaws Toolkit: The Green Bylaws Toolkit local government engagement project is 
continuing. Ducks Unlimited has recently formed a partnership with the Fraser Basin Council’s 
Smart Planning for Communities project. While most local government are familiar with the 
Green Bylaws Toolkit as a tool, we are !nding that there is still value in work-shopping 
speci!c concepts in speci!c circumstances with local governments. 

Groundwater Bylaws Toolkit: This collaborative WSP/ Okanagan Basin Water Board project 
should be completed in the next few months. The Groundwater Bylaws Toolkit will be an 
appendix to the Green Bylaws Toolkit.
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OTHER REPORTS

Field Camps Report

Anne Murray

BC Nature held several successful !eld activities during 2008. We began the year with a 
birding trip to Eastern Washington in mid-April, organized and led by Eva Durance and 
Anne Murray. Eva has led regular small group trips to this area in the past decade but this 
was the !rst for BC Nature. The six-day trip was based at Soap Lake, in the dry interior 
of Washington State, and highlighted the sage brush and wetland species found in this 
interesting environment. Thanks to a special arrangement between Madelon Schouten and a 
local farmer, forged years ago, we were able to watch the dawn lek of Greater Sage Grouse: 
a privileged experience that cannot be easily repeated, particularly with a large group. We 
also had good views of Sage Thrashers and Sage Sparrows, migrating Sandhill Cranes, and 
Black-winged Stilts, American Pelicans and other wetland species. June Ryder, one of the 
participants, added greatly to the experience with an in situ overview of geological processes 
in the fascinating landscape of gorges, cliffs and basaltic lava •ows.

A successful Manning Park Bird Blitz was organized by BC Nature in June and attracting 
over 60 participants. Guest speaker was Al Grass. Ninety-seven bird species were observed 
during the weekend.

Bev & Bill Ramey organized another Exploratory Camp for keen backpackers to South Slope 
and Snowy Mountain Provincial Park (just east of Cathedral Provincial Park). Eight hearty 
naturalists from !ve clubs enjoyed the beautiful mountain scenery, the •owers, big horn 
sheep, and recorded breeding bird observations during this seven day hike in early July.

In November, Anne Murray, assisted by Eva Durance and a host of top birders, including 
John Ireland, Mary Taitt, George Clulow, Peter Davidson, Jude and Al Grass, Rob Butler and 
Viveka Ohman, led a Winter Birding Camp on Boundary Bay. 22 participants visited such 
locations as Reifel Bird Sanctuary, Blackie Spit, White Rock, Boundary Bay dykes and Point 
Roberts, WA. The camp was based at the Coast Inn, Tsawwassen, and included evening 
talks. The wet, November weather did not daunt the group, many of them going out on the 
optional boat trips, either in the Fraser River or on the bay itself. Nor did the weather affect 
the bird life: as well as seeing rarities such as Harris’ Sparrow, Grey-crowned Rosy Finch 
and Western Gull, the birders enjoyed the thrilling sight of huge •ocks of Lesser Snow Geese 
and recorded 112 species during the four day camp.

Planned !eld activities for 2009/2010 include:

Manning Park Bird Blitz: June 12 - 14 2009

Exploratory Backpack: South Chilcotins and Big Creek July 4 - 12 2009, full; wait list.

Fall Conference and General Meeting: Sunshine Coast Sept 10 - 13.

Lillooet Field Camp: September 13 -18, 2009 – full; wait list only.

Salt Spring Field Camp: April 26 to May 2 2010 – registration details later this year

AGM and Conference: Kamloops, mid-May 2010
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Gavin Lake Field Camp (near Williams Lake): end of May 2010 – registration details later 
this year

Northern Wilderness Camp: Tatlatui Provincial Park summer 2010 – registration details later 
this year

Any individual or group wishing to host a camp should contact the BC Nature of!ce or Anne 
Murray (sanderling@uniserve.com) for information. Camps are extremely popular with our 
members and provide friendship, nature education and outdoor experiences for all ages and 
abilities.

Canadian Nature Forum

 report not available

BC Naturalists’ Foundation

Refer to separate Foundation AGM Report

Young Naturalists’ Club of British Columbia Society

Daphne Solecki

The YNC has had a busy time over the past year.

Family-based YNCs:

Two YNCs were revitalised after being dormant for a couple of years and !ve new clubs 
were formed - YNC Kimberley; YNC Rocky Mountain (Cranbrook); YNC Elk Valley (Fernie); 
YNC Bulkley Valley (Smithers); YNC North Vancouver and YNC Stanley Park. Membership in 
Family YNCs stands at approximately 600 families.

School-based YNCs:

To date, !fty-!ve elementary schools have signed onto the Virtual Clubhouse.

We have completed the mass mail-out of invitations, so all schools know about the program. 
Now word of mouth and personal approaches to schools seems to work well. If any BC 
Nature member would like to work with or sponsor a local elementary school pleased contact 
Kristine Lampa, Nature Clubs in Schools coordinator.

Administration:

When Jane Shoemaker retired from coordinator of membership services, Jennifer Swanston, 
who started as YNC Coordinator last spring, undertook to combine both positions. This was 
partly a !nancial move but has proved very productive in that Jennifer is now familiar with 
all aspects of YNC administration, especially as she has added bookkeeping to her duties. By 
making more use of volunteer assistance in the of!ce, things are running smoothly.
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Financial

As with all non-pro!t organizations, we expect that the year ahead will be quite tough 
!nancially. We have been heartened by receiving grants from Parks and People (Nature 
Canada) and Imperial Oil, and a 3-year grant from Promoscience (NSERC). We do not 
expect to see much drop-off in membership since the fee is so low.

Networking

Jennifer, Kristine and I, along with Ruth Foster (YNC director) Gail Ross and Tricia Edgar (YNC 
leaders) attended the GET OUTSIDE! It’s our Nature Conference at Royal Road University in 
March. We were very honoured when in his opening keynote speech ‘Boots in the Bushes’, 
Robert Bateman singled out the Young Naturalist’s Club of BC as being one of the very best 
ways to connect children to nature. Later he joined a discussion group we were having on 
the importance of family participation. He also mentioned YNC in an Almanac interview on 
CBC. Then, in Richard Louv’s public forum on Saturday night, he also speci!cally mentioned 
the YNC of BC as being an excellent model and said he would put the information about how 
YNC works on his website.

Of course we are all thrilled with these public endorsements of YNC and again I want to 
thank all the dedicated YNC leaders who bring the concept to life – they are the absolutely 
necessary part of making YNC a success. Sometimes I try to !gure out how many children 
have been associated with YNC but I give up - several thousand, anyway.

Daphne Solecki, YNC President (daphsol@telus.net)

Jennifer Swanston, YNC Coordinator (info@ync.ca)

Kristine Lampa, Nature Clubs in Schools (kristinelampa@gmail.com) 
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2009 RESOLUTIONS FOR DUNCAN AGM – MAY 2, 
2009

2009-01. Degradation of •sh habitat resulting from Fraser 
River Gravel Removal

Submitted by Nature Vancouver (Vancouver Natural History Society)

Preamble

The Province of BC has decided to remove gravel between Tranmer Bar and Harrison Bar in 
the Hope to Mission reach of the Fraser known as the gravel reach, ostensibly with the aim 
of reducing •ood risks and protecting public safety. The Province published the following 
statements regarding this gravel removal program:

Each year the equivalent of 15,000 to 63,000 dump truck loads of gravel is washed down • 
the Fraser River and deposited between Hope and Mission.

As a result, huge gravel deposits have formed over time, increasing the •ood risk for the • 
millions of people who live and work in the Fraser Valley

The Province is working directly with the federal Department of Fisheries and Oceans • 
and the BC Ministry of Environment to ensure any gravel extraction is done based on a 
sound scienti!c approach – one that protects this sensitive environment while balancing 
the need to protect public safety.

Independent environmental consultants will be on site at each approved gravel removal • 
location monitoring the work. These independent consultants will report directly to the 
Province and will have the ability to issue stop work orders at any site where they have 
environmental concerns.

It is also understood that the suggested purpose of the program is to counter the deposit 
of gravel carried into the gravel reach from upstream. It has been assumed that these 
deposits raise the bed of the river, thereby reducing the vertical distance between the river 
bed and the top of the •ood protection dykes. It has also been assumed that these deposits 
reduce the degree of •ood protection afforded by the dykes. It is known that residents of 
the communities along this reach of the Fraser are concerned about this possibility.

Those members of Nature Vancouver familiar with the gravel reach take a view contrary to 
that of the Province. They rely on the research of Dr. Michael Church of the UBC Department 
of Geography, who has done extensive research into what is known as the “gravel budget” of 
the Fraser River and who is regarded as one of the foremost authorities on the geomorphology 
of the Fraser. Dr. Church is also a member of Nature Vancouver.

Nature Vancouver’s members strongly believe that a decision to interfere with the river in 
this reach, one of the richest salmon spawning and rearing reaches in the world and prime 
habitat for the endangered white sturgeon, should be based on sound science rather than 
on assumptions about possible effects.
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RESOLUTION

WHEREAS an agreement was signed in 2005 between the Federal and Provincial governments 
to remove up to 2.3 million cubic metres of gravel from the Fraser River over a !ve year 
period, or about 450 000 cubic metres per year; and

WHEREAS it was estimated that this removal would lower the river bed enough to reduce 
•ood hazard; and

WHEREAS a study by Northwest Hydraulic Consultants (NHC) commissioned by the BC 
Government in 2007 showed that removal of 2.3 million cubic metres of gravel from sites 
designated by the government would result in a lowering of water level by less than 10 cm, 
or about 5 cm on average; and

WHEREAS this gravel removal would require disturbance of more than 100 hectares of 
riverbed habitat based on an average excavation depth of two metres; and

WHEREAS NHC’s conclusion was that “It does not appear that large-scale gravel removals 
from the gravel reach of the Fraser River are effective in lowering the •ood pro!le” and 
that a similar conclusion was earlier reached by Professor Millar of UBC’s Civil Engineering 
department; and

WHEREAS historical practice permitted by the Department of Fisheries and Oceans has 
required that gravel be removed only from bar tops when they are dry in winter, thus 
eliminating the most important shallow water areas that serve as ‘escape’ terrain for !shes 
during •oods; and

WHEREAS the gravel removals that have occurred already have clearly been destructive of 
important habitat, including the exposure of substantial areas of pink salmon spawning beds 
at Big Bar in the winter of 2007, and that the reported removal of 300,000 cubic metres of 
gravel from Spring Bar in 2008 left a substantial hole in the river bed which will intercept 
incoming sediment for some time, preventing natural sediment movement downstream 
with potentially adverse effects on salmon spawning;

BE IT RESOLVED THAT BC Nature urge the BC Government to halt efforts directed at the 
wholesale removal of gravel from the Fraser’s gravel reach and that the precautionary 
principle be exercised, if the Government wishes to maintain its claim to be taking seriously 
the conservation of the invaluable !sh species in this great river.

2009-02. Deltaport Expansion, Roberts Bank, Delta

Submitted by Nature Vancouver (Vancouver Natural History Society)

WHEREAS Port Metro Vancouver continues to state its intention to develop a second container 
terminal at its Deltaport facility; and

WHEREAS Deltaport is situated on Roberts Bank, in the very centre of the Fraser Estuary 
ecosystem, which is considered to be the most signi!cant of 597 Important Bird Areas in 
Canada; and
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WHEREAS an Important Bird Area is a designation which is recognized in more than 100 
countries all over the world as an important means of protecting globally, continentally and 
regionally signi!cant bird species and their habitats; and

WHEREAS the expansion of the terminal and causeway for BC Ferries, the operation of 
the coal port and the expansion of the existing container terminal have already resulted in 
massive disturbance of the ecosystems of Roberts Bank; and

WHEREAS the current expansion of the Third Container Berth at Deltaport has demonstrated 
that accidents are prone to happen in major construction programs and that the execution 
of such programs in ecologically sensitive areas fail to observe the precautionary principle; 
and

WHEREAS the business case for a second container terminal has become much less pressing 
for the following reasons:

Container volumes are signi!cantly reduced on the west coast• 

There are planned expansions in Vancouver’s inner harbour• 

US west coast ports have spare capacity and are competing with one another and with • 
Vancouver for volume

The Prince Rupert container terminal has yet to reach full capacity and expansions are • 
planned for 2010 and 2025

There is the possibility of new ports in Mexico and Nicaragua• 

The Panama Canal is being widened and when construction is completed by 2015 the • 
world’s largest container ships will bypass the west coast altogether when headed for US 
east coast ports

The North West Passage may also become an east-west shipping route if global warming • 
continues

There is little or no prospect of Port Metro Vancouver doubling its market share of • 
container traf!c which would be a pre-requisite for any further expansion of container 
facilities at Deltaport; and

WHEREAS agencies such as Fisheries and Oceans Canada in 2003 and the Canadian Wildlife 
Service of Environment Canada in 2005 expressed serious misgivings at the potential impact 
of constructing the third container berth; and

WHEREAS any further expansion in the Roberts Bank area will almost certainly lead to a 
further loss of British Columbia’s most productive farmland as well as having many other 
detrimental environmental impacts on the communities and farmlands of South Delta;

BE IT RESOLVED that BC Nature and its member clubs urge the Canadian and BC Government 
departments responsible for transportation and the environment to advise Port Metro 
Vancouver that any further expansion of Deltaport is unacceptable due to the cumulative 
environmental impact of additional expansion when combined with previous developments 
in this ecologically critical area.
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2009-03. Coarse Woody Debris as a Critical Component of 
Forest Ecosystems

Submitted by Williams Lake Field Naturalists

WHEREAS coarse woody debris (CWD) is a fundamental component of forest

ecosystems, critical to:

providing habitat to many dead wood dependent organisms (e.g., fungi, insects, 1. 
vertebrates) which in turn support a broader food web (e.g., insectivorous birds, 
bears);

providing energy to support forest resilience (e.g., ability to resist extensive damage 2. 
from forest pests, climate change or invasive species);

providing water storage in ecosystems frequently experiencing drought;3. 

providing pH buffering capacity to forest soils which become acidic as a result of biomass 4. 
removal;

providing nutrient and structural components to forest soils in a province noted for low-5. 
productivity soils; and

WHEREAS management guidelines for CWD retention under the Forest and Range Practices 
Act are already inadequate for protecting this resource under existing forest harvesting 
pressures, plans to allow biomass removal by the bioenergy industry have the potential to 
exacerbate this problem considerably;

BE IT RESOLVED that in view of the importance of CWD to sound ecological management 
of forests, Nature BC urge the Government of BC to develop a science-based woody debris 
(organic matter) management system for BC forests.

2009-04. Conservation Fund established by Regional District of 
East Kootenay

Submitted by the Kamloops Naturalist Club

WHEREAS the Regional District of East Kootenay has adopted Bylaw No. 2083, following the 
November 15th, 2008 referendum, to establish a conservation fund through the mechanism 
of a services bylaw; and

WHEREAS the Columbia Valley has become the !rst community in Canada to adopt such a 
comprehensive conservation fund tax; and

WHEREAS this fund will raise over two million dollars during the nine-year term of the fund 
with immense bene!t to conserving natural areas and protecting wildlife;
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BE IT RESOLVED that BC Nature commend the far-sighted citizens who voted for the 
measure, and applaud the directors of the Regional District of East Kootenay (RDEK) for 
their willingness to pioneer this vital concept, by sending a letter of appreciation to the 
RDEK.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that BC Nature explore the possibility of making an appropriate 
presentation to the annual conference of the Union of British Columbia Municipalities.

2009-05. Creation of a Life Bank

Submitted by the Kamloops Naturalist Club

WHEREAS the Province of British Columbia has the most diverse •ora and fauna in our 
nation, a treasure of incalculable bene!t to our economy, to tourism and to our collective 
well being; and

WHEREAS this province is the corridor for the Paci!c •yway and counts amongst its natural 
treasures some of the most unique habitat in the world, much of it vital to splendid wild 
creatures; and

WHEREAS there is ample evidence to show that we are in the midst of the sixth great mass 
extinction of life on earth, with province-wide evidence of habitat loss, extirpation and the 
threatened or impending extinctions of species; and

WHEREAS signi!cant advances are being made in gene banking and cryobiology; and

WHEREAS in 2010, much of the world’s attention will be drawn to our beautiful province; 
and

WHEREAS a life bank would represent a treasure trove for the future, one that would 
undoubtedly prove vital in saving endangered species, restoring, or possibly even recreating, 
life forms which may have been lost or are on the brink of extinction.

BE IT RESOLVED that BC Nature request the government of British Columbia, to create 
a world-class centre, known as the Paci!c Ark – a Life Bank, which will be devoted to the 
preservation of genetic material, the banking of wild seeds and advances in cryobiology.

2009-06. Thompson River and Fraser River Steelhead

Submitted by the Kamloops Naturalist Club

WHEREAS provincial ministry biologists have publicly stated that in 2009 the Thompson 
River steelhead runs are on the verge of extinction; and

WHEREAS the Thompson steelheads are considered one of the world’s great races of 
steelhead; renowned for their strength, their large size and their astonishing fertility – 
the Deadmans river females arguably the most fecund of all the world’s steelheads - with 
attendant economic and biological worth; and
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WHEREAS the Fraser bar and Native Nations sustenance !sheries, typically accounting for half 
of the run’s annual numbers, have the advantages of concentration, a narrow time window 
and the possibilities of negotiated compensation - for sustenance !shery replacement; and

WHEREAS reducing targeted and incidental kills in the Thompson and Fraser river systems 
by only one-half has potential to restore the runs and may in fact be the only option left.

BE IT RESOLVED that BC Nature request the BC Minister of Environment to convene an 
urgent high-level conference of the appropriate ministries of the Government of Canada and 
with broad representation from the First Nations living along the river - with the objective 
of securing an agreement, which would see the Thompson River and Fraser River - from the 
junction with the Fraser to the extent of brackish water in the estuary - closed to all salmonid 
!shing from September 15, 2009 to Nov 15, 2009. This closure to exist for a period of three 
years, with appropriate compensation and enforcement plans, thereby representing a last 
ditch desperate attempt to save this wonderful provincial resource - one of the marvels of 
nature.
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FEDERATION OF BRITISH COLUMBIA NATURALISTS

 Executive Committee, Members Clubs and their FBCN Directors 

Honorary President Dr. lan McTaggart-Cowan 

President Bev Ramey 

Vice President Rosemary Fox

Treasurer Elisa Kreller

Secretary Sue Loveless

Conservation Chair Anne Murray

Parks and Protected Areas Coordinator Eva Durance

Education Chair Joan Snyder

The Executive Committee also includes the •ve Regio nal Coordinators listed below

Kootenay Regional Coordinator             Brenda Balaam 

Lower Mainland Regional Coordinator Jude Grass

Northern B.C. Regional Coordinator Fred McMechan

Vancouver Island Regional Coordinator vacant

Thompson Okanagan Regional Coordinator vacant

Lower Mainland Region

Alouette Field Naturalists Duanne Vandenberg 

Bowen Nature Club E. van Lidth de Jeude

Burke Mountain Naturalists Jude Grass

Central Valley Naturalists Margaret Bunbury

Chilliwack Field Naturalist Helen Turner 

Delta Naturalists’ Society Ursula Easterbrook

Friends of Semiahmoo Bay Society, White Rock Margaret Cuthbert 

Langley Field Naturalist Society Annabel Grif!ths

Little Campbell Watershed Society Ron Meadley 
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North Shore Urban Bear Club Betty Carrington

Pender Harbour & District Wildlife Society Joe Harrison 

Royal City Field Naturalists Gareth Llewellyn 

Squamish Environmental Conservation Society Catherine Jackson 

Stoney Creek Environmental Committee Jennifer Atchison

Sunshine Coast Natural History Society Tony Green!eld

Texada Stickleback Group Association Tim Atwood

Vancouver Natural History Society Dorothy Nelson

Vancouver Natural History Society Jeremy McCall 

Whistler Naturalists Society Kristina Swerhun 

White Rock & Surrey Naturalists Society Esther Johnson

Northern Region

Bulkley Valley Naturalists Jane Hoek 

Mackenzie Nature Observatory Vida Tattrie

Prince George Naturalist Club Nancy Muirhead

Quesnel Naturalists  Sally Hofmeier

Skeena Valley Naturalists Judy Chrysler

Timberline Trail & Nature Club Meredith Thornton

Williams Lake Field Naturalists Fred McMechan

Kootenay Region

Boundary Naturalists Association Rob Chomenki 

Fernie Nature Club Bob Livsey

Rocky Mountain Naturalists Greg Ross 

West Kootenay Naturalists' Association vacant
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Thompson-Okanagan-Shuswap Region

Central Okanagan Naturalist Club Fiona Flook

Kamloops Naturalist Club Frank Dwyer

Lillooet Naturalist Society  Anne Heath

North Okanagan Naturalists' Club  Pam Jenkins 

North Shuswap Naturalist Club Rudy Vervoort

Oliver-Osoyoos Naturalists           Harold King 

Shuswap Naturalists Club Ed McDonald 

South Okanagan Naturalist Club Dennis St John 

Vermilion Forks Field Naturalists Trish Reid

Vancouver Island Region

Arrowsmith Naturalists Pat Bourgeois 

Comox Valley Naturalists Society Helen Robinson

Cowichan Valley Naturalists Society Bernice Ramsdin  

Nanoose Naturalists Al Kirkley

Pender Island Field Naturalists Sylvia Pincott 

Rithet's Bog Conservation Society Sharon Hartwell 

Rocky Point Bird Observatory Ann Nightingale 

Saltspring Trail & Nature Club Nieke Visser

Victoria Natural History Society Tom Gillespie 

Victoria Natural History Society John Henigman

BC Nature wishes to thank our many generous members and donors who assist with our 
activities, both through monetary support and through contributions of time and expertise.  
We also appreciate the support from the several groups and agencies we partner with on 
our projects and programs. 

And a huge thanks to the many executive and Directors who donated to BC Nature their 
travel and other expenses.
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A HUGE THANKS TO OUR DONORS IN 2008:

A. HA. SCHULZE, AILEEN HARMON, ALAN ROBINSON, ALF S TRAND, ALLAN MCGILL, ALLAN SCHUTZ, ANDREW 
HARCOMBE, ANN & PETER WOOD, ANN HOTTER, ANN LEWALL,  ANN RADFORD, ANNABEL GRIFFITHS, ANNE & LEN 
MURRAY, ANNE ALGARD, ANNE CLEMENCE, ART & JOY JOHNS TON, ARTHUR GRABHAM, AUDREY COLLIER, AUDREY 
HOEG, BARBARA ARMSTRONG, BC SPACES FOR NATURE, BERI T PREHARA, BERYL BORRIS, BERYL CUNNINGHAM, 
BEV O’SULLIVAN, BEVERLLIE MACINNES, BILLY GRIFFITH,  BIRCH VAN HORNE, BRENDA BALAAM, BRUCE SELMAN, 
BRUCE WILKINSON, BRUCE WRIGHT, CAMERON MATHIESON, C ANDICE MARTIN, CARLIE HOLLAND, CAROL 
MUIRHEAD, CAROLYN MACDONALD, CASSIE WILLIAMS, CATHY  KOOT, CHARLES BAILEY, CHARLES DORWORTH, 
CHINTIA STWSON, CHRIS & SUZANNE BETUZZI, CHRIS SCHR EIBER, CHRISTINE SCOTNICKI, CLIFFORD DAY, 
COREY MILLER, CORNELIA VANHECK, CORY VAN HECK, CYNT HIA CRAMPTON, DANA GRIFFITH, DANIEL BENTLEY, 
DARCY LAZZARIN, DAVID BOYD, DAVID GREER, DAVID HEMB LING, DAVID JACKSON, DAVID OPPENHEIMER, DAVID 
PARKS, DAVID SCHUTZ, DELTA NATURALIST SOCIETY, DENI SE WEBB, DES BELTON, DIANA ANGUS, DIANA J. 
KENNEDY, DIANE MOTHERSILL, DIANNE MILLER, DIANNE WA RD, DIRK PIDCOCK, DOLORES WAGG, DON WILSON, 
DONNA PRETTY, DORALYN RILLING, DORIS STYMEST, E.A. HUGH HAMILTON, EBSCO, ED BEYNON, EDGAR DAHL, 
ELEANOR ROUTLEY, ELEANOR WRIGHT, ELIZABETH AVIS, EL IZABETH FORSYTHE, ELIZABETH HOFMEIER, ELIZABETH 
WALKER, ELMA CHAPPELL, ERIC MCALARY, ETHERESIA BARN ARD, EVA DURANCE, EVA NAGY, EVA WILLIAMSON, 
EVI COULSON, F. H. STEVENS, FAY PETTAPIECE, FIONA &  DONALD FLOOK, FLORENCE WOODWARD, FRANCES 
CATTERMOLE, FRANK & ARDEN MORETTI, FRANK HOVENDEN, FRED LESERGENT, FRED MCMECHAN, FRED POWELL, 
FREDA EASY, FRIENDS OF CAREN, GAIL LOUGHRIDGE, GAY KUCHITA, GEORGE & HELEN ROBINSON, GEORGE 
HOUSTON, GEORGE SHIELDS, GEORGE THORNTON, GERALD & TRUDY BLOEM FUND, GERARDINE & LOYD PATTERSON, 
GERTRUDE TUCKER, GLEN & MARGARET CARLSON, GLENDA BA RTOSH, GLORIA & OREST KOLENCHUK, GORDON 
FISHER, GORDON GRAM, GORDON HOOPER, GORDON KNIGHT, GWYNNETH WILSON, HAROLD KING, HARRIETT 
HYDE, HARY PADDON, HEATHER LAWTON, HEIDI VON STEFEN ELLI, HELEN MARSHALL, HELEN SMITH, HELGA 
ALLINGHAM, HELGA BONNER, IAN PLENDERLEITH, IAN ROUT LEY, ISABEL MULCASTER, J. N. BRAITHWAITE, JACK 
ROBINSON, JACQUELINE CASTELLARIN, JAMES CHEN, JAMES  LOUGHERY, JAMES MILNE, JAMES PRENTICE, JAMIE 
MASTERS, JANE SRIVASTAVA, JEAN FRANKLIN, JEAN HUDSO N, JEAN JAMIESON, JEAN VALLIANT, JEANINE LUCAS, 
JEFFREY DOLINSKY, JENNIFER ELLENTON, JIM & BETTY LU NAM, JIM SIMMONS, JIM WISNIA, JOAN & JERRY DOMER, 
JOAN BEST, JOAN FORD, JOAN MURPHY, JOE & SOLVEIGH H ARRISON, JOHN & ELLEN WARING, JOHN CHANDLER, 
JOHN FIELD, JOHN FREELAND, JOHN JOHNSTONE-PATERSON,  JOHN OSBORNE, JOHN SIMPSON, JOHN SPRAGUE, 
JOHN STELFOX, JOHN WHITTAKER, JOHN WOODWORTH, JOHN YOUNG, JOOP BURGERJON, JOYCE BUXEY, JOYCE 
FOLBIGG, JOYDEEP MUKERJI, JUERGEN HANSEN, JULIA ROB ERTS, JUNE BANWELL, JUNE CLEGHORN, JUNE RYDER, 
KARL ALBERT, KARL MASHER, KARLA WAGNER, KATHARINE S HEWCHUK, KATHLEEN TOTH, KATHLEEN WILKINSON, 
KELLY SMITH, KEN MORTON, KENNETH MAY, KG & MRS TAYL OR, KITIMAT VALLEY NATURALISTS, KLARA COONEY, 
KRISTI MACKENZIE, L.A. GOSSELIN, L.A.HOPE, L.F. BADENHORS T, LAURENCE BROWN, LEE MILLER, LEO RANKIN, 
LEON & RITA APTEKMANN, LESLEY KEITH, LESLIE & D. JO AN CARTWRIGHT, LINDA HALLS, LOIS & HARRY HIGGINS, 
LOUISE IRWIN, LOUISE PATERSON, LYNDIS DAVIS , LYNET TE GRANTS, LYNNE LEPIN, M. VANDERBERG, M.C. TAYLOR, 
MALCOLM MARTIN, MARGARET HUBBLE, MARGARET LAROCHE, MARGARET PAHL, MARGIE SHEPHERD, MARIANNE 
LARSEN, MARIE OSHAUGHNESSY, MARILYN PLANT, MARION B OYLE, MARION PROULX, MARLENE HIKICHI, MARLIES 
JORDAN, MARTA PALATY, MARV SCHLEY, MARY ANDREWS, MA Y MURRAY, MERVYN OLSON, MICHAEL BUCKINGHAM, 
MICHAEL CHAPPELL, MICHAEL R. LE GETY, MIKE LEGGE, M RS C. FENN, MYRA KELSEY, MYRA ORR, N. A. BERTING, 
N.C. HUGHES, N.CLAIRE HUGHES, NANCY KRUEGER, NEIL B OURNE, NICOLA VISSER, NOEL RUSELL, NONI 
MILDENBERGER, NORMA YORK, NORMAN PURSSELL, OLIVE QU AYLE, PAM PARKER, PAM SINCLAIR, PAMELA GLEN, 
PAMELA HELEM, PAT REID, PAT TETI, PATRICIA MACLEOD,  PAUL & MAVIS JONES, PAUL LINTON, PAULINE DAVIS, 
PEGGY MURPHY, PEGGY SMITH, PETER & JUDY STOCKDALE, PETER BLOKKER, PETER DAVIDSON, PETER OPIE, 
PETER SIMMONDS, PHILIP MASON, PHILLIP APPLEBY, PRIS CILLA EWBANK, PRUDENCE FULLER, R & A STROMBERG, 
R. HOVRY, R. WAYNE NELSON, R.Y. EDWARDS, RAY G. HAL L, RICHARD MOORE, RICHARD SMITH, RICHARD STACE- 
SMITH, RICK DAWSON, ROBERT BUTLER, ROBERT C WOODS, ROBERT HANDFIELD, ROBERT HARRIS, ROBERT 
NASH, ROBERT PEART, ROBIN HARRISON, ROBIN LOVE, ROC KY MOUNTAIN NATURALISTS, ROD SILVER , ROGER 
SIMMS, ROLAND & CAROLYN DODD, RON MAYO, RON SPELLER , ROSS PECK, SERGE & SHARON PLANDIN, SHEILA 
PULS, SHEILA SOULIERE, SHELLEY BAUMBROUGH, SHELLEY METCALFE, SHIRLEY COFFIN, SOUTH OKANAGAN 
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